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Human Trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery 
where people profit from the control and exploitation of 
others. Many victims of human trafficking are forced to 
work in prostitution or the sex industry, but trafficking 
also occurs in forms of labour exploitation, such as 
domestic servitude, restaurant work, janitorial work, 
sweatshop factory work and migrant agricultural work 
and it also includes organ trafficking and forced 
marriages. 

Across the 10 criminal markets that the Organised Crime 
Index 2021 evaluates, human trafficking is the most 
pervasive criminal market globally, followed by cannabis 
trade, arms trafficking, human smuggling and wildlife 
crimes . 1

Human Trafficking  is a widespread & highly profitable 
crime that generates an estimated US$150 billion 
worldwide per year with a significant portion of those 
profits passing through legitimate financial services 
businesses. The illicit financial activity that human 
trafficking generates includes, but is not limited to: 
payments associated with the transport of victims and 
other logistics such as hotels or plane tickets; collection 
of proceeds generated by the exploitation of trafficking 
victims and by the sale of goods produced through their 
exploitation; movement of proceeds; and bribery and 
corrupt dealings to facilitate human trafficking . 2

Human Trafficking is a UN Global Sustainable 
Development  Goal, and Target 8.7 requires  leaders to 
"Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate 
forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking 
and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst 
forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of 
child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its 
forms."  3

In 2021, 49.6 million people were living in modern 
slavery (up from 40 million estimated in 2016), of which 
27.6 million were in forced labour and 22 million in 
forced marriage. Of the 27.6 million people in forced 
labour, 17.3 million are exploited in the private sector; 
6.3 million in forced commercial sexual exploitation, and 
3.9 million in forced labour imposed by state”.  4

Women and girls account for 4.9 million of those in 
forced commercial sexual exploitation, and for 6 million 
of those in forced labour in other economic sectors. 12% 
of all those in forced labour are children. More than half 
of these children are in commercial sexual exploitation. . 5

Human Trafficking in the form of organ trafficking 
generates between US$840 million and US$1.7 billion, 
comprising mostly “sales” of the top five organs: kidney, 
liver, heart, lung, and pancreas. 2017 

Human Trafficking is prevalent in the following sectors: 
domestic work, construction, fishing, agriculture, 
catering, street trading, agreement, mining and others , 
where victims are reported to be exploited . . 2016 6

Human Trafficking is most prevalent in the Asia and the 
Pacific region, with the highest number of people in 
forced labour (15.1 million) and the Arab States has the 
highest prevalence (5.3 per thousand people) ..  7

Since 2000, Human Traffickers have recruited 55% of 
sex trafficking victims online, usually through social 
media platforms, web-based messaging apps, online 
chat rooms, dating apps, classified advertisements, or job 
boards.  8

Human Trafficking responses in terms of investigations 
prosecutions and convictions remain small, but on the 
increase, with global reports in 2021 of 10,572 
prosecutions and 5,260 convictions. 

Human Trafficking has been a focus predicate crime and 
the subject of increased attention from governments and 
the private sector, the UK leading the way with 466 
prosecutions in 2021, followed by Greece (342), Canada 
(245), Turkey (238), the USA (228), and The Netherlands 
(201) in the FATF member countries. The leading 
member countries for convictions were the UK (332), The 
Netherlands (205), Italy (204), the USA (203) and Greece 
(116).  

There were some countries whose 2021 figures were not 
available for analysis. Looking at the more complete 
2020 figures (again within the FATF member countries), 
shows some interesting differences, but Covid impacts 
should also be taken into account. For Human Trafficking 
prosecutions, China (159), and India (463) have the 
highest numbers for cases, however the number of 
traffickers are expected to be higher (likely to be more 
than one trafficker involved in a case). On prosecution of 
traffickers, Turkey (347), the UK (267), Germany (262), 
Indonesia (232 - cases), the USA (210) andNetherlands 
(120). Convictions highlight higher scores by the USA 
(309), Indonesia (259), Germany (224), UK (197), and Italy 
(175). 
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1. Human Trafficking  

Human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery where people profit from the control and exploitation of others. Many 
victims of human trafficking are forced to work in prostitution or the sex industry. But trafficking also occurs in forms of 
labour exploitation, such as domestic servitude, restaurant work, janitorial work, sweatshop factory work and migrant 
agricultural work. Apart from the long-term physical & psychological damage that may occur to the individuals and 
families involved in human trafficking, there are other harms that are less obvious. Consumers that utilise these services 
are supporting the traffickers and allowing their criminal enterprises to continue to expand. Trafficking of humans is a 
criminal industry, and, according to some, the fastest growing. Tackling human trafficking successfully is likely to be 
achieved solely by applying a law enforcement response, though investigating, prosecuting and convicting those 
involved in human trafficking remains important, both as a deterrent and a punishment, alongside money laundering 
investigations, prosecutions, convictions, asset seizures, and confiscations targeted at illicit proceeds generated, and/or 
laundered from these criminal activities. 

2. FATF Member Countries 

FATF member countries play a leadership role in setting FATF standards for the world, and also accept (as FATF 
members) that they must also lead by example. FATF member countries represent almost 90% of Global GDP. They are 
also countries that present the main financial crime and money laundering threats, both from a domestic, transit and 
foreign financial crime perspective, as they are affected by the supply, transit and demand for the most generative illicit 
goods, including those related to human trafficking, as well as being the countries where most of the proceeds of these 
illicit trades, including human trafficking are laundered. Results from the 4th round of FATF country evaluations which 
have been published on 35/39 countries (33/37 FATF member countries, plus Indonesia as an observer, and UAE as a 
main GCC member), suggests that much more is required to improve effectiveness, particularly in relation to money 
laundering investigations, prosecutions and convictions, and to improve asset recovery rates. Whilst the 4th round MERs 
sporadically include some information regarding law enforcement’s response to human trafficking in FATF member 
countries, IO 7 focussed on effectiveness with respect to money laundering investigations, prosecutions, and convictions, 
which may include underlying offences such as human trafficking. No country is rated as “Highly Effective”. 

The most comprehensive source of information on human trafficking is the annual US State Department Trafficking in 
Persons Reports. 
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3.  Prosecution & Conviction Data  

According to the annual US State Department Trafficking in Persons Reports  global investigations were reported at just 9

10,572 (of which 1,379 were of forced Labour) with convictions at  5,260 (of which  374 were of forced Labour) for 2021. 
These 2021 figures represent just 55% of the total number of prosecutions in 2015, and 80% of the convictions in  2015. 
The ratio of convictions to prosecutions in 2021 was 50%. For more details see the data from the US TIP 20222 below. 

4.  Human Trafficking Convictions in FATF Member Countries 

FATF member countries were responsible for prosecutions of 2,637 in 2021, or just 25% of the total global prosecutions 
and convictions of 1,800 in 2021, or just 34% of the total global convictions. 

Based on the available 2021 figures, the top 6 FATF member countries in terms of numbers of prosecutions are the UK 
(466), Greece (342), Canada (245), Turkey (238), the USA (228), and The Netherlands (201). Leading member countries 
for convictions are the UK (332), The Netherlands (205), Italy (204), and the USA (203) and Greece (116).  Together these 
countries make up 65% of all FATF member county prosecutions and 59% of all  FATF member county convictions.  

Looking at the more complete 2020 figures shows some interesting differences, but Covid impacts should also be taken 
into account. For prosecutions, China (1,059), and India (463) have the highest numbers for cases, however the number 
of traffickers are expected to be higher. On prosecution of traffickers, Turkey (347), the UK (267), Germany (262), France 
(244), Indonesia (232 - cases), the USA (210) and Netherlands (120). Convictions highlight the USA (309), Indonesia (259), 
Germany (224), UK (197), and Italy (175). 
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5.  FATF Member Country Data Collection Methodology 

The data in the charts above are derived from data gathered from the US Tracking in persons reports in 2020, 2021 and 
2022. This chart is intended to support high level discussions of convictions in relation to human trafficking (taking into 
account sex trafficking and labour trafficking). The methodology used was to extract available figures from the most 
recent 2022 TIP report, and then work backwards using the 2021 report, and then the 2020 report to extract and 
populate the figures on the chart. Reliability was placed on the most recent 2022 figures first. Where conflicts in numbers 
appeared, the most recent 2022 figures prevailed. Cases and trafficker numbers were often used differently in statistics. 
In this chart the numbers reflect the number of traffickers provided. Where this information was not available and “cases” 
were used, an asterisk * was added to denote this. When considering prosecution numbers, the prosecution numbers 
that were initiated were taken, instead on ongoing prosecutions from previous years. In less than three countries, 
prosecution numbers were combined from different agencies (as per text). 

5.  FATF Member Country by Country Information  

According to the US Trafficking in persons reports in 2020, 2022 and 2022, data has been extracted from the reports and can be 
summarised for each country as set out below:  

Argentina 🇦🇷  

2021 - Page 89 : The special prosecutor’s Human Trafficking and Exploitation Unit (PROTEX) opened 220 trafficking 
investigations (130 for sex trafficking and 90 for labor trafficking) in 2020, compared with 252 in 2019. The government 
prosecuted 26 suspected traffickers (19 for sex trafficking and seven for labor trafficking) in 21 cases (14 for sex 
trafficking, five for labor trafficking, and two for both sex and labor trafficking) under the trafficking law, compared with 
prosecuting 78 alleged traffickers in 2019 and 106 in 2018. The government convicted 26 traffickers (22 for sex 
trafficking and four for labor trafficking) in 15 cases in 2020, compared with 53 traffickers in 29 cases in 2019 and 71 
traffickers in 48 cases in 2018.  

2022 - Page 89: The special prosecutor’s Human Trafficking and Exploitation Unit (PROTEX) opened 175 investigations 
(101 for sex trafficking, 58 for labor trafficking, six involving both sex and labor trafficking, and 10 for unspecified 
exploitation for other crimes of exploitation) in 2021, compared with 220 investigations (130 for sex trafficking and 90 for 
labor trafficking) in 2020, and 252 in 2019. The government prosecuted 107 suspected traffickers in 48 cases (24 for sex 
trafficking and 24 for labor trafficking) in 2021, compared with prosecuting 26 suspected traffickers in 21 cases (14 for 
sex trafficking, five for labor trafficking, and two for both sex and labor trafficking) in 2020. The government convicted 
31 traffickers (24 sex traffickers and seven labor traffickers), compared with convicting 26 traffickers (22 for sex trafficking 
and four for labor trafficking) in 2020.  

Australia 🇦🇺  

2021: Page 95: In 2020, the government referred 212 suspected cases of trafficking for possible investigation, 
compared with 213 in 2019 and 179 in 2018, and initiated prosecutions against four defendants, compared with nine in 
2019 and two in 2018. Authorities continued prosecutions from previous reporting periods against 20 defendants. The 
government convicted one trafficker for forced labor under section 270.6A(1) of the criminal code, compared with two 
convictions in 2019 and zero in 2018.  

2022 - Page 96: In 2021, the government referred 150 cases of suspected trafficking crimes for possible investigation, 
compared with 233 cases the previous year, which had included cases of exit trafficking, organ trafficking, harboring, and 
forced marriage. Authorities initiated prosecutions of three alleged traffickers, compared with four the previous 
reporting period. Authorities continued prosecutions of 19 defendants begun in previous reporting periods. Courts 
convicted and sentenced eight traffickers to significant prison terms, compared with two convictions the previous 
reporting period. Courts convicted two traffickers of slavery under section 270.3(1) of the criminal code, along with non-
trafficking related charges, and two traffickers of forced labor under 270.6A of the criminal code, along with non-
trafficking related charges. In one case, courts ordered two traffickers to pay 45,000 Australian dollars ($32,730) and 
25,000 Australian dollars ($18,180) in restitution to the victim. In 2021, the government prosecuted 31 defendants for 
planning or engaging in sexual activity with children overseas; some of these cases were initiated in prior reporting 
periods. These efforts led to four convictions of child sex tourists, compared with 38 prosecutions with one conviction 
reported in 2020.  
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Austria 🇦🇹  

2021 - Page 98: The government conducted 61 investigations involving at least 102 suspects under Article 104a, 
compared with 66 investigations of 102 suspects in 2019. The government initiated prosecutions under Article 104a 
against one defendant and continued 12 ongoing prosecutions in 2020, compared with 21 total prosecutions in 2019. 
Courts convicted four traffickers under Article 104a, compared with 10 in 2019. 

2022 - Page 98: The government conducted 61 investigations involving at least 94 suspects under Article 104a, 
compared with 61 investigations involving at least 102 suspects in 2020. The government initiated prosecutions under 
Article 104a against three defendants and continued seven ongoing prosecutions, compared with 13 total prosecutions 
in 2020. Courts convicted five traffickers under Article 104a, compared with four in 2020. The government prosecuted 
16 defendants and convicted seven under Article 217, but it did not specify how many involved trafficking crimes. In 
contrast to the Austrian court register, the government statistics agency classified multi-offense convictions by the crime 
that carried the most severe punishment; some trafficking crimes may have been recorded as other offenses.  

Belgium 🇧🇪  

2021 - Page 118: Authorities investigated 372 cases in 2020, compared with 374 cases in 2019. The government 
prosecuted an unknown number of defendants in 38 cases in 2020, compared with an unknown number of 
defendants in 73 cases in 2019. Authorities reported 113 convictions in 2019, the most recent year for which data was 
available, compared with 127 convictions in 2018.  

2022 - Page 120: Authorities investigated 383 cases in 2021, compared with 373 cases in 2020. The government 
prosecuted an unknown number of defendants in 95 cases in 2021, an increase compared with an unknown number of 
defendants in 38 cases in 2020 and 73 cases in 2019. Authorities reported 103 convictions in 2020, the most recent year 
for which data was available, compared with 112 convictions in 2019. Courts sentenced 97 convicted traffickers to prison 
terms in 2020 (100 in 2019); however, 55 of the sentences were suspended or partially suspended (57 in 2019). Of the 
prison sentences issued, including those that were suspended or partially suspended, nine (19 in 2019) were for less 
than one year, 47 were for one to three years, 35 were for three to five years, and six were for five to 10 years.  

Brazil 🇧🇷  

2022 - Page 136: Authorities reported initiating 285 investigations (64 sex trafficking investigations and 221 slave labor 
investigations), compared with initiating 206 slave labor investigations in 2020 and 296 (40 for sex trafficking and 256 for 
slave labor) in 2019. There were 299 ongoing investigations (53 for sex trafficking and 246 for slave labor) initiated in 
previous years, some dating to 2013, compared with 237 ongoing investigations (all for slave labor) reported in 2020. 
The government prosecuted 49 new cases under the anti-trafficking law (11 for alleged sex trafficking and 38 for alleged 
slave labor) in 2021, compared with prosecuting 14 new cases in 2020 (all for sex trafficking) and 56 in 2019 (four for sex 
trafficking and 52 for slave labor). The government reported 599 ongoing trafficking prosecutions (43 for sex trafficking 
and 556 for slave labor) in courts of first and second instance, compared with 512 ongoing prosecutions (six for sex 
trafficking and 506 for slave labor) in 2020. In 2021, the government reported two initial convictions—one for sex 
trafficking and one for sex and labor trafficking, both subject to appeal—and no final convictions under the anti-
trafficking law, compared with three final trafficking convictions under a related statute criminalizing the facilitation of 
human trafficking and six initial labor trafficking convictions, subject to appeal, in 2020.  

Canada 🇨🇦  

2022 - Page 162: The UCR data is available each July for the previous calendar year, and for 2020, the government 
reported investigating a total of 515 incidents that led to 241 individuals charged with trafficking crimes; this compared 
with 511 trafficking incidents investigated and 270 individuals charged in 2019 and 340 incidents investigated and 236 
individuals charged in 2018. Federal, provincial, and municipal authorities prosecuted 245 suspected traffickers and 
convicted 100 traffickers between January 1 and December 11, 2021. In 2019, authorities prosecuted 185 suspects and 
convicted 50 traffickers. Courts imposed sentences ranging from eight to 18 years’ imprisonment for convicted child 
traffickers; in 2020, courts imposed sentences between seven years and eight years, six months’ imprisonment for 
convicted traffickers. The government reported courts acquitted some defendants of trafficking charges but convicted 
them under other sections of the criminal code.  
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China  🇨🇳  

2021 - Page 175: For the fourth consecutive year, the Ministry of Public Security (MPS) did not report the number of 
investigations initiated into possible trafficking cases (1,004 in 2016). Authorities concluded 546 cases of “women 
trafficking and child abduction,” 475 cases of “forced prostitution,” and 38 cases of forced labor, each under unknown 
legal statutes and involving an unknown number of total defendants (compared with 638 prosecutions of “women 
trafficking and child abduction,” 538 cases of “forced prostitution,” and 38 cases of forced labor, each involving an 
unknown number of total defendants, in 2019). The government did not provide data on convictions (compared with 
2,355 convictions, in 2019). 

2022 - Page 171: Although the central government continued to prosecute and convict PRC nationals for trafficking 
crimes, authorities did not collect or report comprehensive law enforcement data.  

Denmark 🇩🇰  

2021 - Page 209: During the reporting period, authorities investigated six trafficking cases (five sex trafficking, one labor 
trafficking), the same number as in 2019 (one in 2018, four in 2017). Officials prosecuted two suspects (both labor 
trafficking), compared with four in 2019, three in 2018, and two in 2017. Courts did not convict any traffickers for the 
second consecutive year (one in 2018, nine in 2017). 

2022 - Page 204: In 2021, authorities investigated 15 trafficking cases (10 sex trafficking, four labor trafficking, one 
unspecified), an increase from six in 2020. Officials prosecuted three suspects for sex trafficking, compared with two 
suspects for labor trafficking in 2020. Courts did not convict any traffickers for the third consecutive year but convicted 
one individual, who was involved in a trafficking crime, for “pimping.” 

Finland 🇫🇮  

2021 - Page 237: In 2020, the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) investigated 87 cases, an increase from 81 cases in 
2019. Authorities prosecuted 14 cases (15 cases in 2019). Finnish courts convicted one trafficker (two in 2019) and 
issued a sentence of three years and two months’ imprisonment.  

2022 - Page 232: In 2021, the NBI investigated 129 cases, a significant increase from 87 cases in 2020. Authorities 
prosecuted six cases, a decrease from 14 in 2020. Courts convicted five traffickers, an increase from one in 2020.  

France 🇫🇷  

2022 - Page 235: The government reported conducting 127 investigations (“procedures”) related to human trafficking 
in 2020, a decrease compared with 235 in 2019 and 196 in 2018. In 2020, the government reported investigating and 
dismantling 53 networks involved in facilitating human trafficking and commercial sex crimes, leading to the arrests of 
875 suspects; compared with 58 networks dismantled and 339 suspects identified in 2019. The government reported 
prosecuting 244 trafficking suspects in 2020, the most recent year data was available, a decrease compared with 339 
suspects in 2019 but similar to 252 suspects in 2018. Of the prosecutions, at least two were for labor trafficking in 2020, 
but the government remained without adequate data disaggregation between sex and labor trafficking for most 
trafficking indictments. The government reported convicting 66 traffickers in 2020, the most recent year for which data 
was available; a significant decrease compared with 91 in 2019 and 104 in 2018.  

Germany 🇩🇪  

2022 - Page 246: State law enforcement completed 325 pre-trial trafficking investigations of 421 suspects in 2020, the 
most recent year for which the government had comprehensive statistics; this was similar to 313 investigations into 472 
suspects in 2019 but less than 386 investigations into 602 suspects in 2018. Of the 2020 investigations, there were 291 
for sex trafficking and 34 for labor trafficking, including four for forced begging and eight for forced criminality. Total 
prosecutions for 2020 were at least 262, an increase compared with at least 215 total prosecutions for 2019. In 2020, 
state prosecutors prosecuted 128 defendants with trafficking as the primary charge and at least 139 suspects with 
trafficking as the secondary charge. The total number of convictions for 2020 was 224, an increase compared with 195 in 
2019. Courts convicted 85 traffickers with trafficking as the primary charge and 139 traffickers with trafficking as the 
secondary charge in 2020. 
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Greece 🇬🇷  

2021 - Page 257: Police investigated eight sex trafficking cases with 15 suspects, a decrease compared with 25 cases 
with 148 suspects in 2019. The government prosecuted 16 defendants, a decrease compared with 33 in 2019; of the 16, 
seven were prosecuted for sex trafficking and nine for forced labor. First instance courts convicted 19 traffickers, a slight 
increase from 15 in 2019; 11 for sex trafficking and eight for forced labor. 

2022 - Page 253: Police investigated 20 cases with 60 suspects, compared with eight cases with 15 suspects in 2020. 
The government prosecuted 342 defendants, compared with 16 defendants in 2020. Courts convicted 116 traffickers, 
compared with 19 in 2020. 

Hong Kong 🇭🇰  

2021 - Page 274: Authorities investigated 27 cases related to sex trafficking in 2020, compared with nine investigations 
in 2019 and 136 in 2018. The government initiated investigations of three potential labor trafficking cases but did not 
report prosecuting or convicting any cases of labor trafficking for the second consecutive year. The government did not 
report the number of sex trafficking prosecutions initiated in 2020, but it reported arresting 27 suspects (five in 2019) 
during investigations for offenses related to sex trafficking, including for violations of sections 130 and 137 of the crimes 
ordinance. Courts convicted one offender for sex trafficking-related crimes in 2020 (10 convictions in 2019) and 
sentenced them to three months’ imprisonment.  

2022 - Page 271: The government initiated an investigation of one potential labor trafficking case, compared to three in 
2020, but did not report prosecuting or convicting any cases of labor trafficking for the third consecutive year. The 
government did not report the number of sex trafficking investigations or prosecutions initiated in 2021, but it reported 
arresting 20 suspects (27 in 2020) during investigations for offenses related to sex trafficking, including for violations of 
Sections 130 and 137 of the Crimes Ordinance. Courts convicted four criminals for sex trafficking-related crimes in 2021 
(one conviction in 2020) and sentenced two of the criminals to four and eight months’ imprisonment. 

Iceland 🇮🇸  

2021 - Page 280: In 2020, authorities initiated 22 investigations (eight sex trafficking, 10 labor trafficking, and four 
uncategorized), a significant increase from five in 2019 and 15 in 2018. As in the past decade, the government did not 
prosecute or convict any trafficking cases, but police referred one labor trafficking case to prosecutors, compared with 
two (one sex trafficking and one labor trafficking) in 2019. 

2022 - Page 277: In 2021, authorities investigated five trafficking cases (four sex trafficking and one unspecified), 
compared with four cases in 2020. For the first time in more than a decade, authorities prosecuted one alleged trafficker. 
Authorities referred another trafficking case to prosecution but ultimately prosecuted the case under a non-trafficking 
statute. Similarly, for the first time in more than a decade, courts convicted one trafficker 

India 🇮🇳  

2022 - Page 279: In 2020, the government reported investigation of 1,714 trafficking cases under the IPC, compared 
with 2,088 trafficking cases in 2019 and 1,830 trafficking cases reported in 2018. The government did not report what 
sections of the IPC were included in the data. In 2020, the government completed prosecution in 463 trafficking cases, 
convicted 101 traffickers in 49 cases, and acquitted 715 suspects in 414 cases. The acquittal rate for trafficking cases was 
89 percent in 2020. These statistics were compared with the government completing prosecution in 600 cases, 
convicting 306 traffickers in 160 cases, and acquitting 1,329 suspects in 440 cases in 2019, with 73 percent of cases 
resulting in acquittal.  

Indonesia 🇮🇩  

2021 - Page : In 2020, police at the national level reported arresting 42 individuals for alleged labor or sex trafficking, a 
decrease from 132 in the previous reporting period. Police initiated 38 forced labor or sex trafficking investigations, a 
substantial decrease from 102 investigations initiated in the previous reporting period, and a continued decrease from 
95 investigations in 2018 and 123 in 2017. Police concluded and referred eight of these investigation dossiers to the 
AGO in 2020, a decrease from 26 in 2019. The Supreme Court’s comprehensive record keeping mechanism for national 
court data reported 232 prosecutions for trafficking (an increase from 226) and 202 case convictions of 259 defendants, 
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an increase from 108 defendants in 2019 (overall, a continued decrease from 204 convictions in 2019, 279 in 2018, and 
331 in 2017).  

2022 - Page 285: The INP CID reported it investigated a total of 24 trafficking cases—eight for sex trafficking and sixteen 
for labor trafficking involving migrant workers—under the anti-trafficking law in 2021; this demonstrated a decrease from 
38 investigations it initiated in the previous reporting period. The government prosecuted 167 alleged trafficking cases 
under the anti-trafficking law and convicted 178 traffickers in 2021, representing a decrease from 259 traffickers 
convicted in 2020. 

Ireland 🇮🇪   

2021 - Page 303: The national police anti-trafficking unit reported investigating 22 suspects in 2020 (15 for sex 
trafficking and seven for labor trafficking), compared with 39 investigations in 2019. Courts were shut down for 16 weeks 
in 2020 due to the pandemic, which postponed the vast majority of jury trials, a requirement for human trafficking cases, 
to 2021. Despite this, the government initiated prosecutions for three sex trafficking suspects (compared with five in 
2019, zero in 2018, and three in 2017). The government did not initiate any prosecutions for labor trafficking in 2020. 
For the seventh year in a row, the government did not convict any traffickers under the anti-trafficking law, as amended 
in 2013, although the government has reported identifying 508 victims since 2013. 

2022- Page 298: The national police anti-trafficking unit reported investigating 44 new cases of trafficking in 2021 (25 
for sex trafficking and 19 for labor trafficking), compared with 38 investigations in 2020 and 41 in 2019. The number of 
investigations correlated to the number of identified victims, as law enforcement opened a new case for each individual 
victim. Police continued investigating 20 trafficking cases initiated in prior years—13 for sex trafficking and seven for labor 
trafficking, including one case for forced criminality. Although courts remained open in 2021, pandemic-related court 
closures in 2020 caused delays; investigations and prosecution decisions were largely unaffected. The government 
initiated the prosecution of one sex trafficking suspect in 2021, a decrease compared with three in 2020 and five in 
2019. The government did not initiate any prosecutions for labor trafficking in 2020 or 2021. The government 
continued to pursue two sex trafficking prosecutions initiated in prior years. For the first time since at least 2013, the 
government convicted two sex traffickers under the amended anti-trafficking law; judges sentenced them to five years 
and eight months’ and five years and one month’s imprisonment. Prosecutors filed an appeal for the sentences being 
unduly lenient. Additionally, in 2021, another trafficker pled guilty to false imprisonment instead of trafficking; sentencing 
remained pending at the end of the reporting period. These three convictions in 2021 were an increase compared with 
the conviction of one trafficker under a non-trafficking statute in 2020 

Israel 🇮🇱  

2021 - Page 306: In 2020, the police initiated 11 total investigations, including one investigation of sex trafficking crimes, 
eight potential forced labor crimes, and two potential child sex trafficking crimes; the government also investigated 91 
sex trafficking-related crimes but determined all were prostitution-related offenses. This was a decrease compared with 
18 total investigations (three adult sex trafficking, eight forced labor, and seven child sex trafficking investigations) in 
2019. In 2020, the government initiated nine total prosecutions, including three for adult sex trafficking, one for forced 
labor, and five for child sex trafficking; this was a decrease compared with 20 total prosecutions (16 adult sex trafficking, 
two forced labor, and two child sex trafficking) in 2019. In 2020, the government convicted 12 traffickers, including nine 
for adult sex trafficking, two for forced labor, and one for child sex trafficking; this was a decrease compared with 
convicting 17 traffickers (13 for adult sex trafficking, none for forced labor, and four for child sex trafficking) in 2019.  

2022 - Page 303: In 2021, police initiated eight total investigations, including three sex trafficking cases involving nine 
suspects and five forced labor cases involving three suspects; the government also investigated 33 cases involving 43 
individuals suspected of engaging in commercial sex acts with a child. In addition, the government investigated 118 sex 
trafficking- related crimes but determined all were “prostitution”-related offenses. This was a slight decrease compared 
with 11 total investigations (one sex trafficking, eight forced labor, and two child sex trafficking investigations), in addition 
to 91 sex trafficking-related investigations, in 2020. In 2021, the government initiated six new prosecutions, three for 
child sex trafficking and three for attempted solicitation of commercial sex with a child; this was a decrease compared 
with nine total prosecutions (three adult sex trafficking, one forced labor, and five child sex trafficking) in 2020. The 
government continued prosecuting 24 alleged traffickers in cases initiated in previous reporting periods: 13 for sex 
trafficking, one for forced labor, and 11 for unspecified forms of trafficking. In 2021, courts convicted two traffickers, one 
for adult sex trafficking and one for attempted child sex trafficking; this was a decrease compared with convicting 12 
traffickers (nine for adult sex trafficking, two for forced labor, and one for child sex trafficking) in 2020.  
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Italy 🇮🇹  

2022 - Page 307: In 2021, the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) reported investigating 214 persons under Articles 600, 601, and 
602, a decrease compared with 254 in 2020 and 323 in 2019. The government prosecuted 121 suspects under articles 
600, 601, and 602, an increase compared with 106 in 2020, but significantly fewer than 202 in 2019. In 2021, trial and 
appellate courts convicted 204 traffickers under articles 600, 601, and 602, an increase compared with both 175 in 2020 
and 198 in 2019. 

Japan 🇯🇵  

2020 - Page 283: The government reported arresting and initiating investigations into 39 individuals for 57 alleged 
crimes related to trafficking in 2019—including at least 15 men for alleged sex trafficking and four men and one woman 
for forced labor that may have involved corollary sex trafficking—compared with 39 cases in 2018 (unreported in 2017; 44 
in 2016). Courts newly prosecuted 32 individuals during the calendar year, compared with 34 individuals in 2018 and 26 
in 2017, leading to 17 convictions- -a decrease compared with 27 convictions in 2018 and 23 in 2017. 

2021 - Page 317: From January 2020 to December 2020, the government investigated 40 cases of sex trafficking 
involving 48 suspected perpetrators and 15 cases of labor trafficking involving 10 suspected perpetrators; of the 58 total 
suspects, the police arrested 57 and referred the remaining suspect—a child—to a prosecutor to be handled in family 
court. This compared with the government’s investigation and arrest of 39 suspected perpetrators of trafficking in 2019. 
In 2020, courts initiated the prosecution of a total of 50 alleged traffickers, 42 for sex trafficking and eight for labor 
trafficking. Of the 50 perpetrators, 15 were pending trial at the end of the reporting period, and two were sent to family 
court. The government convicted 50 perpetrators during the reporting period, including cases that were initiated in 
previous reporting periods.  

2022 - Page 314: From January to December 2021, the government investigated 44 trafficking cases: 39 sex trafficking 
cases involving 59 suspects and five labor trafficking cases involving three suspects. This was a decrease from the 
government’s investigation of 55 trafficking cases in 2020: 40 sex trafficking cases involving 48 suspects and 15 labor 
trafficking cases involving 10 suspects. In 2021, the government initiated the prosecution of a total of 37 alleged 
traffickers, 33 for sex trafficking and four for labor trafficking; it also continued the prosecution of six alleged sex 
traffickers and two labor traffickers that were ongoing from the previous reporting period. This demonstrated a decrease 
compared with the prosecution of a total of 50 alleged traffickers in 2020: 42 for sex trafficking and eight for labor 
trafficking. In 2021, the government convicted 29 total traffickers, 20 for sex trafficking and four for labor trafficking. This 
demonstrated a decrease compared with the conviction of 50 perpetrators in 2020. 

Luxembourg 🇱🇺  

2021 - Page 361: In 2020, the government initiated 11 investigations, compared with nine investigations in 2019. Of 
these cases, four were forced labor and one was sex trafficking; six cases were determined to not involve trafficking. The 
government initiated four prosecutions (two in 2019) and convicted one perpetrator for sex trafficking in 2020 (two 
convictions in 2019). 

2022 - Page 357: In 2021, the government initiated 20 investigations, an increase from 11 in 2020. The government 
prosecuted 19 suspected traffickers in 2021, an increase from five in 2020. Judges convicted two traffickers for labor 
trafficking in 2021 (one conviction in 2020) and sentenced the two traffickers to 12 months’ imprisonment in addition to 
partially- suspended sentences.  

Malaysia 🇲🇾  

2020 - Page 328: During the reporting period, the government conducted 277 investigations, initiated 20 prosecutions, 
and convicted 20 individuals, compared with 281 investigations, 50 prosecutions, and 50 convictions during the previous 
reporting period. However, these numbers may have also included convictions for smuggling. Of the 277 investigations, 
80 involved forced labor (123 in 2018). 

2021 - Page 370: From April 2020 to March 2021, law enforcement authorities conducted 118 total human trafficking 
investigations and – of these cases – referred 52 suspected sex trafficking cases and 57 suspected labor trafficking cases 
to the Attorney General for prosecution. The Attorney General’s Chamber initiated the prosecution of 79 alleged 
traffickers. The courts convicted 25 human traffickers and migrant smugglers, but it did not disaggregate the data, nor 
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did it provide case details; perpetrators were charged and convicted under a range of laws, including the ATIPSOM Act, 
Immigration Act, and the Penal Code. This data compared with 277 investigations (80 of which involved forced labor), 20 
prosecutions, and 20 convictions during the previous reporting period 

2022 - Page 365: During the reporting period, law enforcement authorities conducted 108 human trafficking 
investigations, while other ministries referred 17 investigations to the Attorney General’s Chambers (AGC), which 
included cases of sex trafficking, forced labor, child exploitation, and domestic servitude, all of which the police referred 
to the AGC for prosecution. This data compared with 118 human trafficking investigations and 109 referrals to the AGC 
for prosecution in the previous reporting period. The AGC initiated the prosecution of 31 cases of human trafficking, a 
decrease from 79 initiated prosecutions the previous year. During the reporting year, the courts convicted 55 human 
traffickers and migrant smugglers—though it did not disaggregate the data—under a range of laws, including the 
ATIPSOM Act, Immigration Act, and the Penal Code; sentencing of traffickers ranged from three to 18 years’ 
imprisonment under ATIPSOM, restitution of 10,000 Malaysian ringgit (RM) ($2,400) under the Immigration Act, and one 
to six years’ imprisonment under the Penal Code. This data compared to the conviction of 25 human traffickers and 
migrant smugglers in the previous reporting period. 

Mexico 🇲🇽  

2021 - Page 346: Authorities initiated 133 federal investigations (including one case of forced labor) and at least 545 
state investigations for trafficking in 2019, compared with 112 federal and 304 state investigations in 2018, 127 federal 
and 298 state investigations in 2017, 188 federal and 288 state investigations in 2016, and 250 federal and 415 state 
investigations in 2015. Authorities initiated prosecutions against at least 522 individuals in federal and state cases in 
2019, compared with 510 in 2018, 609 in 2017, 479 in 2016, and 578 in 2015. The government also cited an additional 
30 individuals held in “pretrial detention” for trafficking-related offenses; these cases are awaiting prosecution. Experts 
noted the rise in prosecutions was in part due to an increase in state-level prosecutorial efforts in Mexico City, and the 
States of Mexico and Chihuahua. Authorities convicted 29 traffickers in federal and state cases in 2019, compared with 
60 traffickers in federal and state cases in 2018, 95 traffickers in federal and state cases in 2017, 228 traffickers in federal 
and state cases in 2016, and 86 traffickers in federal and state cases in 2015. 

2022 - Page 384: Authorities initiated at least 35 federal investigations and 621 state investigations in 2021, compared 
with 55 federal investigations and 550 state investigations in 2020, and 133 federal investigations and at least 544 state 
investigations in 2019. Federal investigations included 23 sex trafficking cases, five labor trafficking cases, and seven 
cases involving unspecified exploitation. Federal authorities initiated prosecution of 31 suspected traffickers and 
continued 45 prosecutions opened in previous years for a total of 76 federal prosecutions in 2021. In comparison, 
authorities initiated prosecutions of 40 suspects and continued prosecutions of 35 suspects in 2020. The government 
reported state-level prosecutions in 22 states for a total of 95 suspects prosecuted. In comparison, the government 
reported state-level prosecutions in 14 states for a total of 51 suspects prosecuted in 2020. Although federal authorities 
did not issue any convictions in 2021, state authorities convicted 75 traffickers, including 65 sex traffickers and 10 labor 
traffickers, two of whom forced children to transport illicit substances. This was an overall increase from 49 traffickers 
convicted in 2020 and 29 traffickers convicted in 2019 

Netherlands 🇳🇱  

2021 - Page 414: Police referred 187 trafficking suspects to the prosecutor’s office for further investigation, compared 
with 145 in 2019. The government prosecuted 120 alleged traffickers, compared with 101 in 2019. Courts convicted 53 
traffickers, compared with 84 in 2019. The government did not report complete sentencing data but noted that the 
average prison sentence for convicted traffickers was two years; seven traffickers received sentences in excess of three 
years. The government closed the courts between March 2020 and May 2020 due to the pandemic, and observers 
reported pandemic-related restrictions in the first half of 2020 limited law enforcement’s ability to conduct investigations. 

2022 - Page 409: Police initiated 178 trafficking investigations, compared with 187 in 2020. The government initiated 
prosecutions of 201 alleged traffickers and continued ongoing prosecutions of 41 alleged traffickers, a significant 
increase from 120 prosecutions of alleged traffickers in 2020. A new prosecutorial directive, stressing human trafficking 
investigations and prosecutions were a high priority, went into effect in November 2021. Courts convicted 205 traffickers, 
a significant increase from 53 traffickers convicted in 2020. 
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New Zealand 🇳🇿  

2021 - Page 417: During the reporting period, the government initiated investigations for eight potential cases of 
trafficking, initiated two sex trafficking prosecutions, and convicted seven offenders for sex trafficking crimes; compared 
with nine investigations, five sex trafficking prosecutions, and two convictions (one for labor trafficking and one for sex 
trafficking) in the previous reporting period. 

2022 - Page 412: The government initiated investigations of three potential cases of trafficking but did not initiate any 
prosecutions or convict any traffickers; this was compared with eight investigations, two sex trafficking prosecutions, and 
conviction of seven sex traffickers in the previous reporting period. 

Norway 🇳🇴  

2021 - Page 432: Police investigated 38 trafficking cases (17 sex trafficking, 20 labor trafficking, one uncategorized), 
compared with 36 cases in 2019 and 45 in 2018. Five of those cases involved 13 child trafficking victims. The government 
reported zero prosecutions, a significant decrease from 19 in 2019 and 13 in 2018 and the lowest number of reported 
prosecutions since the government has been reporting trafficking data. Courts convicted one trafficker for sex and labor 
trafficking, continuing a multi-year decline from four in 2019 and 13 in 2018 and marking the lowest number of 
convictions since 2005.  

2022 - Page 424: Police investigated 29 trafficking cases (14 sex trafficking, 10 labor trafficking, five unspecified), 
compared with 38 in 2020. Authorities prosecuted six alleged traffickers, an increase from zero in 2020. Courts convicted 
12 traffickers (five for sex trafficking, seven for labor trafficking), a significant increase from one conviction in 2020.  

Portugal 🇵🇹  

2022 - Page 454: In 2020, the most recent year available for finalized and published government statistics, the 
Foreigner and Borders Service (SEF) and Criminal Investigation Police (PJ) initiated 94 human trafficking investigations (at 
least 42 for sex trafficking and at least 40 for labor trafficking) with an additional 97 ongoing cases from prior years. This 
was a decrease compared with 121 in 2019. Prosecutors initiated legal proceedings against 34 defendants in 2020, a 
decrease compared with 45 in 2019 but more than 27 in 2018. In 2020, courts convicted 24 traffickers compared with 
26 in 2019 and nine in 2018 

Russia - Page 🇷🇺  

2021 - Page 472: Russia’s federal-level Investigative Committee and media publicly reported the government initiated 
four sex trafficking investigations in 2020 and had two ongoing sex trafficking investigations and one ongoing forced 
labor investigation; the government initiated three investigations in 2019 and 14 in 2018. The government did not report 
initiating any prosecutions under Articles 127.1 and 127.2 during the reporting period, compared with prosecuting two 
defendants for sex trafficking under Article 127.1 in 2019. The government reported convicting one trafficker for 
exploiting two men in forced labor, a decrease from eight convictions in 2019 and 21 in 2018. 

2022 - Page 465: Russia’s federal-level Investigative Committee and media publicly reported the government 
conducted four labor trafficking investigations in 2021 (the government initiated four investigations in 2020). The 
government and media publicly reported authorities conducted 13 prosecutions under Articles 127.1 and 127.2, 
compared with zero prosecutions in 2020. The government reported convicting five traffickers (four for forced labor and 
one for sex trafficking and slavery), compared with one conviction in 2020. 

Saudi Arabia 🇸🇦  

2020 - Page 429: While several government entities disclosed their respective law enforcement datasets, the disparate, 
contradictory totals suggested limited interagency coordination. During the reporting period, the government reported 
investigating and prosecuting 50 potential trafficking cases, which involved 66 defendants (21 Saudi nationals) and 256 
victims; this was compared with 79 investigations and 42 prosecutions (0 reported Saudi nationals) during the previous 
reporting period. The Ministry of Justice (MOJ) reported convicting 46 defendants under the anti-trafficking law, 
compared with 14 and 20 traffickers officials convicted in the previous two years, respectively. Of these 46 convictions, 15 
were for forced labor, 11 for sex trafficking, five for forced begging, and the remainder for offenses classified as “slavery-
like practices.” 
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2021 - Page 481: During the reporting period, the MOI reported investigating 610 potential trafficking cases, the PPO 
reported investigating 106 cases, and the MOJ reported investigating 59 potential trafficking cases, totaling 775 cases 
involving 1,111 alleged traffickers. Of these 775 cases, 570 were for forced labor, four for child sex trafficking, and 35 for 
sex trafficking, with the remainder for forced begging and “slavery-like practices.” During the previous reporting period, 
the government investigated 320 potential trafficking cases. During the current reporting period, the government 
reported prosecuting 127 individuals in 52 cases; it did not report how many cases and individuals it prosecuted in the 
previous reporting period. Of the 52 cases prosecuted, the government reported convicting 62 defendants under the 
anti-trafficking law, compared with convicting 46 defendants in the previous year.  

2022 - Page 474: During the reporting period, the government investigated 346 potential trafficking cases, involving 
377 alleged traffickers. Of the 377 individuals investigated, 18 were for sex trafficking, 162 were for forced labor, and 197 
were for forced begging and “slavery-like practices;” this was compared with 775 cases in 2020 and 320 cases in 2019. 
The government prosecuted 90 individuals in 64 cases, compared with the prosecution of 127 individuals in 52 cases 
during the previous reporting period. Of the 90 individuals prosecuted, 58 were prosecuted for forced labor crimes, 26 
for forced begging and “slavery-like practices,” and six for sex trafficking. Of those prosecuted, courts convicted 64 
traffickers under the 2009 law, compared with the conviction of 62 traffickers in 2020 and 46 traffickers in 2019. Courts 
acquitted 38 traffickers in 15 cases, compared with an unknown number of traffickers in 22 cases in 2020. Of the 64 
traffickers convicted, 30 were for forced labor, 19 were for sex trafficking, 13 were for forced begging and two were for 
“slavery-like practices.” 

Singapore 🇸🇬  

2021 - Page 496: In 2020, authorities investigated 19 trafficking cases, a decrease compared with 51 in 2019. Of these, 
12 were cases of suspected sex trafficking, compared with 30 cases in 2019. MOM investigated seven suspected labor 
trafficking cases, compared with 21 cases in 2019. The government did not initiate any prosecutions under the PHTA in 
2020, compared with two alleged sex traffickers prosecuted in 2019. The government convicted one trafficker under the 
PHTA in 2020, compared with three traffickers convicted under the PHTA in 2019. 

2022 - Page 488: In 2021, authorities investigated 11 sex trafficking cases, a decrease compared with 12 cases in 2020. 
MOM did not investigate any labor trafficking cases, compared with seven cases in 2020. MOM determined none of the 
suspected sex trafficking cases in 2021 violated the PHTA and proceeded with charges under either the Women’s Charter 
or the Penal Code. The government reported pandemic-related restrictions, including border closures, led to fewer 
trafficking investigations but did not affect the government’s ability to prosecute trafficking crimes. For the second 
consecutive year, authorities did not initiate any prosecutions under the PHTA. Authorities continued one labor 
trafficking prosecution initiated in an earlier reporting period. Courts convicted one trafficker under the PHTA and one 
trafficker under the Penal Code, compared with one trafficker convicted under the PHTA in 2020. 

South Africa 🇿🇦  

2021 - Page 509: The Directorate of Priority Crime Investigation (DPCI, or Hawks) collaborated closely with the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) to compile evidence and build cases. Together they investigated 31 cases of trafficking 
during the reporting period. This is an increase compared to investigating 24 new cases in the previous reporting period. 
Most suspected traffickers were foreign nationals, particularly from Nigeria, China, and Bangladesh. The government 
prosecuted 31 new trafficking cases of an unknown number of individuals and continued prosecutions in 14 cases from 
prior reporting periods, compared to prosecution of 71 individuals for trafficking crimes in an unknown number of cases 
during the previous reporting period. The government convicted seven traffickers in an unknown number of cases, 
compared to the conviction of eight traffickers in five cases in the previous year. 

2022 - Page 501: The Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation (DPCI, or Hawks), a division of SAPS, initiated 18 
trafficking case investigations involving 27 suspects and continued 73 case investigations from previous reporting 
periods. This compared with initiating 31 case investigations in the previous reporting period. The National Prosecuting 
Authority (NPA) initiated nine prosecutions of 16 suspects and continued 32 prosecutions of 108 suspects from prior 
reporting periods, compared with 31 suspects prosecuted for trafficking crimes in an unknown number of cases and 
continuing 14 prosecutions during the previous reporting period. The government convicted 11 traffickers—including 
two complicit officials—in 10 cases under trafficking charges, compared with convicting seven traffickers in the previous 
year.  
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South Korea 🇰🇷  - N/A 

Spain 🇪🇸  

2022 - Page 507: According to provisional data for 2021, law enforcement initiated 55 human trafficking investigations 
(46 sex trafficking and nine labor trafficking), a significant decrease compared with 83 in 2020 and 103 in 2019. In 
addition to law enforcement investigations, the Office of the Prosecutor initiated 115 investigations into an unknown 
number of suspects, similar to 119 investigations of 530 suspects in 2020. From the investigations, law enforcement 
arrested 173 suspects in 2021, compared with 235 suspects in 2020. Law enforcement conducted targeted operations 
against 55 criminal organizations involved solely in human trafficking in 2021; compared with 66 for both human 
trafficking and a different crime of “exploitation” in 2020. Law enforcement also reported that the increased use of the 
internet and social networks to recruit trafficking victims during the pandemic presented challenges as officials tried to 
gain expertise in combating online recruitment and exploitation. The National Police created a Cyber-trafficking 
Investigative Group to address this new challenge, and the Civil Guard reported regularly monitoring online platforms 
frequently used by traffickers. The judiciary initiated prosecutions for 64 suspects—40 for sex trafficking, 20 for labor 
trafficking (including five for forced criminality and three for forced begging), and four for combinations of multiple types 
of trafficking—this was an increase compared with 52 in 2020 but a decrease compared with 127 in 2019. In 2021, courts 
convicted 43 traffickers—38 for sex trafficking and five for labor trafficking—an increase compared with 32 in 2020 but 
similar to 44 in 2019. 

Sweden 🇸🇪  

2021 - Page 525: According to the National Police, pandemic-related effects, such as reduced movement into Sweden, 
caused a decline in investigations. As a result, in 2020, police investigated 191 trafficking cases (109 sex trafficking, 41 
labor trafficking, 41 uncategorized) and 80 human exploitation cases, compared with 272 and 47, respectively, in 2019. 
Authorities prosecuted 21 traffickers (seven sex trafficking, 14 labor trafficking) and convicted 12 traffickers (seven sex 
trafficking, five labor trafficking), a significant increase from four prosecutions and convictions in 2019. 

2022 - Page 519: In 2021, police investigated 141 trafficking cases (67 sex trafficking, 24 labor trafficking, 50 
unspecified) and 78 human exploitation cases, compared with 191 and 80, respectively, in 2020. Authorities prosecuted 
12 alleged traffickers and convicted eight traffickers (four sex trafficking, four labor trafficking), a decrease from 21 
prosecutions and 12 convictions in 2020.  

Switzerland 🇨🇭  

2022 - Page 521: In 2021, cantonal authorities reported investigating 46 cases with 57 suspects under Article 182, 
compared with 55 cases with 61 suspects in 2020 and 58 cases with 59 suspects in 2019. Based on unfinalized data, in 
2020, the most recent year available, cantonal authorities and courts reported successfully prosecuting and convicting at 
least eight traffickers under Article 182. This was similar to nine in 2019 but an increase compared with four in 2018 and 
six in 2017; however, compared with convictions from 2012 to 2016, statistics show an overall long-term downward 
trend (11 in 2016, 21 in 2015, 15 in 2014, 13 in 2013, and 13 in 2012).  

Turkey 🇹🇷  

2021 - Page 564: The government investigated 269 cases with 880 suspects. The Ministry of Justice (MOJ) prosecuted 
68 new cases with 347 defendants, compared with 52 new trafficking cases with 237 defendants in 2019. The MOJ 
continued to prosecute 1,398 cases with 5,221 defendants. Courts convicted 30 traffickers, compared with 43 in 2019; 

2022 - Page 554: The government investigated 408 new cases with 591 suspects, compared with 269 cases with 880 
suspects in 2020. The government continued to investigate 198 cases with 535 suspects from previous years. The 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ) prosecuted 78 new cases with 238 defendants, compared with 68 new cases with 347 
defendants in 2020. The MOJ continued to prosecute 314 cases with 1,808 defendants from previous years. Courts 
convicted 72 traffickers, compared to 30 traffickers in 2020.  

UAE 🇦🇪   

2021 - Page 576:  However, during the reporting year the government prosecuted 54 individuals in 19 sex trafficking 
cases, zero individuals for forced labor crimes, and three individuals in one child forced begging case across the seven 
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emirates, compared with 67 individuals in 38 sex trafficking cases the year prior. Officials reported conviction of 15 sex 
traffickers and administered sentences ranging from one to seven years’ imprisonment, with the vast majority of 
perpetrators receiving three years or more with additional fines and subsequent deportation at the conclusion of 
sentences. During the previous year, the government convicted 33 sex trafficking defendants under trafficking laws and 
handed down similar punishments. The government did not report convicting any labor traffickers during the reporting 
period and historically has not reported any forced labor convictions. 

2022 - Page 565: The government did not report statistics on investigations of suspected trafficking cases for the 10th 
consecutive year. During the reporting year, the government prosecuted 40 alleged traffickers in 19 cases, including 34 
individuals in 15 sex trafficking cases, two individuals in two forced begging cases, and three individuals in one case for 
“selling” victims across the seven emirates. This was a decrease compared with the prosecution of 57 alleged traffickers 
in 20 cases during the previous year: 54 individuals in 19 sex trafficking cases and three individuals in one child forced 
begging case. For the first time since 2018, the government reported prosecuting one individual for forced labor during 
the year. Of the prosecutions, 14 alleged perpetrators in five sex trafficking cases and one alleged perpetrator in one 
forced labor case remained pending verdicts at the close of the reporting period. Courts convicted 23 traffickers, 
including 18 sex traffickers, two individuals for forced begging, and three individuals for “selling victims,” and sentenced 
them to between six months and life imprisonment, with the majority of perpetrators receiving three years or more with 
additional fines. 

United Kingdom 🇬🇧  

2021 - Page 581: In June 2020, there were 1,845 active law enforcement investigations of suspected trafficking crimes, 
compared with 1,479 in June 2019. The CPS prosecuted 267 defendants on trafficking charges, compared with 349 
defendants prosecuted in 2019. Courts convicted 197 traffickers in 2020, a decrease from 251 convictions in 2019. The 
conviction rate increased slightly from 72 percent in 2019 to 74 percent in 2020. 

2022 - Page 570: In August 2021, there were at least 3,335 active law enforcement investigations of suspected 
trafficking crimes, compared with 1,845 in June 2020. The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) prosecuted 466 defendants 
on trafficking charges, a significant increase from 267 defendants prosecuted in 2020. Courts convicted 332 traffickers in 
2021, a significant increase from 197 convictions in 2020. 

United States of America 🇺🇸  

2022 - Page 574: The federal government reports its law enforcement data by fiscal year, which may include joint 
federal and state or local actions but does not include separate state or local law enforcement data. In FY 2021, DHS 
opened 1,111 investigations related to human trafficking, an increase from 947 in FY 2020. Six of those investigations 
were of individuals and entities that may be benefiting from goods produced using forced labor overseas. DOJ formally 
opened 603 human trafficking investigations in FY 2021, a decrease from 663 in FY 2020. Of DOJ’s FY 2021 
investigations, 577 involved predominantly sex trafficking and 26 involved predominantly labor trafficking, compared 
with 619 and 41, respectively, and three involving both sex and labor trafficking in FY 2020. State reported investigating 
111 human trafficking-related cases worldwide during FY 2021, an increase from 95 in FY 2020. In FY 2021, DoD 
reported investigating 108 human trafficking-related cases involving DoD military, civilian, and contractor personnel, a 
significant decrease from 160 in FY 2020, and 53 of those cases were referred for criminal investigation. Of the 108 
human trafficking-related cases, 31 were related to forced labor (compared with 112 in FY 2020), most of which DoD 
investigated through an administrative process that referred cases to criminal investigators if appropriate. The 31 forced 
labor investigations are detailed in the Prevention section below. 

DOJ initiated a total of 228 federal human trafficking prosecutions in FY 2021, an increase from 210 in FY 2020 and 220 
in FY 2019, but a decrease from 230 in FY 2018 and 282 in FY 2017. DOJ charged 347 defendants in FY 2021, an 
increase from 337 in FY 2020 and 343 in FY 2019, but a decrease from 386 in FY 2018 and 553 in FY 2017. Of these FY 
2021 prosecutions, 221 involved predominantly sex trafficking and seven involved predominantly labor trafficking, 
compared with 195 and 15 in FY2020; 208 and 12 in FY2019; 213 and 17 in FY2018; and 266 and 16 in FY 2017, 
respectively. 

During FY 2021, DOJ secured the convictions of 203 traffickers, a decrease from 309 in FY 2020, 475 in FY 2019, and 
526 in FY 2018. Of these, 190 involved predominantly sex trafficking and 13 involved predominantly labor trafficking, 
compared with 297 and 12 in FY 2020; 454 and 21 in FY 2019; and 501 and 25 in FY 2018, respectively.  
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Appendix 1 - Aggregated Source Data  

Below chart included data sourced from USTIPs 2020,2021 & 2022.  



 https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/GITOC-Global-Organized-Crime-Index-2021.pdf1

 https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TIPR-GPA-upload-07222021.pdf2

 https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/sdg-2030/goal-8/target-8-7/lang--en/index.htm3

 https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm4

 https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm5

 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/GLOTiP_2020_Chapter4.pdf6

 https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm7

 https://traffickinginstitute.org/2021-fhtr-is-now-available/8

 See: 2022: (https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/337308-2022-TIP-REPORT-inaccessible.pdf); 2021: (https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TIPR-GPA-upload-07222021.pdf); & 9

2020: https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/337308-2022-TIP-REPORT-inaccessible.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TIPR-GPA-upload-07222021.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
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Prosecution & Convictions Data 


	Human Trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where people profit from the control and exploitation of others. Many victims of human trafficking are forced to work in prostitution or the sex industry, but trafficking also occurs in forms of labour exploitation, such as domestic servitude, restaurant work, janitorial work, sweatshop factory work and migrant agricultural work and it also includes organ trafficking and forced marriages.
	Across the 10 criminal markets that the Organised Crime Index 2021 evaluates, human trafficking is the most pervasive criminal market globally, followed by cannabis trade, arms trafficking, human smuggling and wildlife crimes.
	Human Trafficking  is a widespread & highly profitable crime that generates an estimated US$150 billion worldwide per year with a significant portion of those profits passing through legitimate financial services businesses. The illicit financial activity that human trafficking generates includes, but is not limited to: payments associated with the transport of victims and other logistics such as hotels or plane tickets; collection of proceeds generated by the exploitation of trafficking victims and by the sale of goods produced through their exploitation; movement of proceeds; and bribery and corrupt dealings to facilitate human trafficking.
	Human Trafficking is a UN Global Sustainable Development  Goal, and Target 8.7 requires  leaders to "Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms."
	In 2021, 49.6 million people were living in modern slavery (up from 40 million estimated in 2016), of which 27.6 million were in forced labour and 22 million in forced marriage. Of the 27.6 million people in forced labour, 17.3 million are exploited in the private sector; 6.3 million in forced commercial sexual exploitation, and 3.9 million in forced labour imposed by state”.
	Women and girls account for 4.9 million of those in forced commercial sexual exploitation, and for 6 million of those in forced labour in other economic sectors. 12% of all those in forced labour are children. More than half of these children are in commercial sexual exploitation..
	Human Trafficking in the form of organ trafficking generates between US$840 million and US$1.7 billion, comprising mostly “sales” of the top five organs: kidney, liver, heart, lung, and pancreas. 2017
	Human Trafficking is prevalent in the following sectors: domestic work, construction, fishing, agriculture, catering, street trading, agreement, mining and others , where victims are reported to be exploited. . 2016
	Human Trafficking is most prevalent in the Asia and the Pacific region, with the highest number of people in forced labour (15.1 million) and the Arab States has the highest prevalence (5.3 per thousand people)..
	Since 2000, Human Traffickers have recruited 55% of sex trafficking victims online, usually through social media platforms, web-based messaging apps, online chat rooms, dating apps, classified advertisements, or job boards.
	Human Trafficking responses in terms of investigations prosecutions and convictions remain small, but on the increase, with global reports in 2021 of 10,572 prosecutions and 5,260 convictions.
	Human Trafficking has been a focus predicate crime and the subject of increased attention from governments and the private sector, the UK leading the way with 466 prosecutions in 2021, followed by Greece (342), Canada (245), Turkey (238), the USA (228), and The Netherlands (201) in the FATF member countries. The leading member countries for convictions were the UK (332), The Netherlands (205), Italy (204), the USA (203) and Greece (116).
	There were some countries whose 2021 figures were not available for analysis. Looking at the more complete 2020 figures (again within the FATF member countries), shows some interesting differences, but Covid impacts should also be taken into account. For Human Trafficking prosecutions, China (159), and India (463) have the highest numbers for cases, however the number of traffickers are expected to be higher (likely to be more than one trafficker involved in a case). On prosecution of traffickers, Turkey (347), the UK (267), Germany (262), Indonesia (232 - cases), the USA (210) andNetherlands (120). Convictions highlight higher scores by the USA (309), Indonesia (259), Germany (224), UK (197), and Italy (175).

