
Al - Shabaab                  
Al-Shabaab, or ‘the youth’, is a Somali based 
terrorist group, which was formerly the most 
prominent of the militia groups comprising 
the militant wing of the Council of Islamic 
Courts (CIC), which held power but was 
defeated in 2006 in Somalia, by Somalian and 
Ethiopian forces, and has been led by Ahmed 
Umar Abu Ubaidah, since 2014. 

The Group, is trying to establish an Islamic 
state encompassing the Muslim dominated 
territories of Somalia, 
Somaliland, Puntland, 
north-eastern Kenya, 
the Ogaden region of 
Ethiopia and Djibouti.  
Al Shabaab have also 
more recently been 
active supporting local 
islamists in 
Mozambique (Cabo 
Delgado Province). 

Estimates of the 
group’s size range from 
7,000  and 9,000 members, the bulk of 
which are drawn from Somalia.  

The Group is known for its outlandish attacks, 
shootings and bombings in Somalia, as well 
as kidnappings and killing in neighbouring 
countries, including attacking the Westgate 
Shopping Mall (68 dead in 2015), Kenyan 
University attack (150 dead in 2015), truck 
bombs in Somalia (300 dead in 2017) and 

Hotel Complex attack 
(2019) in Nairobi Kenya.  

In just 2016, Al-Shabab 
reportedly killed more than 
4,200 people, making it the 
deadliest terrorist Islamic group in Africa.  

The US designated al-Shabab as a foreign 
terrorist organisation, in 2008, followed by 
designations by Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, UK, the EU and UN in 2009/10. 

In 2012 Al Shabaab and Al Qaeda (AQ) 
confirmed connections 
between the two, and Al 
Shabaab as a result 
becoming an AQ affiliate 
for this part of East Africa.  

Al-Shabaab also receives 
financing from multiple 
sources, mainly from the 
illicit trade in (and taxing 
charcoal traders) charcoal 
from its controlled 
territories (via roadblocks), 
taxation of local 

populations and businesses, and via 
remittances and other money transfers from 
the Somali diaspora (although these funds 
are not always intended to support al-
Shabaab members). Al-Shabaab continues to 
finance its activities by in part, receiving 
support in large part due to a significant far 
flung diaspora, including 2 million in America 
(especially Minnesota), in the UK (London and 
Cardiff), Scandinavia and Kenya.
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