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Russia is re emerging from a long period where it’s interest in Sub Saharan Africa had waned to 
seeking to resume relations where they were left when the Soviet Union departed the scene. The 
Soviet Union was an influential actor in Africa for much of the Cold War. Russia backed 
postcolonial independence movements and sought to exploit the colonial legacy and to replace  
Western influence on the continent and beyond. The Soviet Union sponsored large-scale 
military, cultural, and educational exchange programs across Africa, cultivating relationships with 
political, economic, and academic elites . 1

As in the past, Russia is seeking once again to use its military exports, security apparatus and 
state-controlled natural resource companies to advance its interests across the Region, for 
example, in particular in Angola, Zimbabwe, Guinea, Botswana,  Zambia, Rwanda. Nigeria, 
Ghana and Cameroon. 

Russia & former CIS presents a number of financial crime risks to Sub Saharan Africa, though it 
does not enjoy a major trading relationship with the region. Nevertheless  the following are of 
particular note:  

• Between 2014 and 2018, Russia supplied 28% (Ukraine supplied 8.3%) of Africa’s imported 
arms  including to Countries considered as highly corrupt, , generating increased risks as arms 2

markets are notoriously corrupt and an estimated 10% is considered likely illegal. 
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• Between 2014 and 2018, Russia supplied 28% (Ukraine supplied 8.3%) of Africa’s imported arms including to Countries 
considered as highly corrupt, , generating increased risks as arms markets are notoriously corrupt and an estimated 10% is 
considered likely illegal.

• According to TI a number of Countries are rated “Red” on rankings of Enforcement of OECD obligations on Corruption, 
therefore increasing the risks that corrupt trade is taking place. TI rate India as “Red”.

• Due to the Russia’s status as a major European drugs destination Country, cocaine is trafficked via West Africa (directly and via 
EU) from Latin America.

 See: https://carnegieendowment.org/2019/10/16/late-to-party-russia-s-return-to-africa-pub-80056/1

 See: https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/fssipri_at2017_0.pdf/2

https://www.transparency.org/files/content/publication/Download_a_short_version_of_the_report.pdf

