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Human Trafficking - US$8.3 billion  
An estimated 7 million men, women, and 
children living in modern slavery - US$5.7 

billion from sexual exploitation and 
US$2.4 billion from forced labour, with 

Burundi & the CAR, the countries with the 
highest prevalence of modern slavery, 

DRC and Nigeria 

Illegal Logging - US$12.5 billion 
Equatorial Guinea, CAR DRC, & Gabon in 

Central Africa, Mozambique, South Sudan, 
Madagascar & Zambia, Ivory Coast, 

Cameroon, Angola, Benin, the Gambia, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Uganda & Tanzania

Arms Trafficking - US$14.4 - 28.8 
million  

mainly from DRC, Nigeria, South Sudan 
and South Africa, Burundi, CAR, Ivory 

Coast and Kenya 
Wildlife Trafficking - US$2 billion  

Elephants, Rhino’s Pangolin’s, Apes, 
Chimpanzees, Birds and Reptiles, with the 

threat to wildlife high in South Africa, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe & Togo, but also in 
Tanzania, Congo, Gabon, & in South Sudan, 

Uganda, Kenya, Ivory Coast, Senegal and Sierra 
Leone and Zambia, DRC, CAR, Madagascar. 

Main transit countries Kenya & Nigeria.

Organised Crime: US$27 billion  
 OC’s with embedded links to the State, topped 
OC types in SSA, with Countries most affected 

being; Angola, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, DRC, Uganda, 
Kenya & S Africa 

 Goods Piracy: US$9 billion (3.3% GDP) / Counterfeit Drugs - US$6.5 billion 

Sub Saharan Africa - 
2017 Illicit Financial 
Outflows: US$27.6 

billion - 

Foreign Aid of 
US$42.5 billion 

in 2016 

Foreign 
Remittance flows 
of US$46 billion 

in 2018 

Foreign Direct 
Investment of 
US$32 billion 

in 2018 

Logging  

Wildlife 

Mining 

Gold, mainly from South 
Africa, Ghana, Tanzania 

& Burkina Faso is 
exported worth US$15 

billion, & Diamonds from 
Namibia, DRC, CAR 

valued at US$8 billion. 
Other important metals 
for export are Platinum 
(Zimbabwe), Aluminium 
(Mozambique) Copper 

(Zambia) 

Petroleum Products are 
the main export from 
SSA at US$91 billion, 

mainly from West 
African Countries & 
Natural Gas (US$7.6 

billion) & Coal (US$6.2 
billion). 

Over 1 billion people in 
40 plus Countries    

 representing over 15% 
of the worlds 

population but 
representing  nearly 2% 
of Global GDP at under 
US$.1.7 trillion in 2018 

Cocaine 

Cannabis  

Corruption 

Global Terrorism 
Index - 2018    

Theft / Stolen 

Goods    
Heroin  

Major crop exports are 
cotton (Togo & Benin), 

coffee (Ethiopia, 
Uganda & Madagascar, 

Rwanda & Burundi), 
cocoa (Ivory Coast & 
Ghana), tea, (Kenya), 

grains (S Sudan), timber 
(Senegal & Equatorial 

Guinea), Rubber 
(Liberia), tobacco 
(Malawi), Peanuts 

(Gambia)

90% of Africa’s imports and 
exports of goods are 

delivered by sea, (4% of the 
worlds containers) using, 

Africa’s hundred plus ports, 
with the biggest in Durban in 

South Africa, followed by 
Abidjan in Ivory Coast, 

Mombasa in Kenya & Lagos in 
Nigeria. Largest Airport's are 

in South Africa, Kenya & 
Nigeria.  

China is SSA’s No1 
trading partner (imports 
and exports combined at 
15%) followed by India 

(9%) South Africa (6%), US 
(5%). DE (4), UK (3%), UAE 

(2%)  

Drug Trafficking- US$3 billion 
Africa is a destination for drugs en route to the EU and North America, (Cocaine from South America to W Africa, and Heroin from 

Afghanistan/Pakistan/SE Asia to E & S Africa), but also a destination for drug usage: In E Africa mostly Heroin into Mauritius, 
Tanzania, Kenya & Uganda, in C Africa Cannabis in DRC and Synthetics in CAR. In S Africa, Eswatini and Malawi - Cannabis, in 

Seychelles Heroin; in South Africa - Heroin and Synthetics. In W Africa in Nigeria - Cannabis & Synthetics, Ghana - Synthetics and 
Cannabis, Guinea - Cocaine, Sierra Leone - Cannabis, Benin - Synthetics, Burkina Faso - Synthetics,  Togo - Cannabis, Liberia - 

Cannabis, The Gambia - Cocaine & Cannabis, Ivory Coast - Cannabis & Synthetics, & Cape Verde - Cocaine. 

SSA tax take or 
collection rate is on 

average 16.2% 
versus an OECD 

average of 34.3%  

Sub Saharan Africa - Facts & Figures

Illegal Mining - US$10 billion 
Nigeria, CAR, DRC, Angola, S Africa, S Sudan, 

Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, 
Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Liberia & Sierra Leone

Countries on the slide   
South Sudan, DRC, Mozambique  

(Governance, Freedom & Corruption)

Green Crimes - US$28 billion  
See below for details   

Proliferation 
The largest proliferation threat is South 
Africa, as a Tier 1 Threat by PP index - 

2019  / SSA Countries with lesser threats but 
very weak  controls and response are 

Liberia, Madagascar & Uganda. 

Illegal Fishing - US$2.5 billion 
1 in 4 fish caught illegally, mostly W Africa, 
with vulnerable fishing off S Africa, Sierra 

Leone, Nigeria, Liberia, Seychelles, Gabon, 
Guinea, Mauritius, Senegal, Tanzania & Togo

SUB SAHARAN AFRICA - OVERVIEW OF FINANCIAL CRIME RISKS

Estimated by FCN at up to US$60 billion in Criminal Proceeds - 3.7% of SSA GDP / 1-1.9% Global Crime 
Proceeds & up to US$46 billion available for Laundering & US$79 - US$92 billion or 4.9% - 5.7% of SSA GDP as 

the costs of corruption 

IUU 
Fishing 

Arms  

Countries on the rise / bouncing back 
Angola, The Gambia, Ivory Coast, 

Tanzania, South Africa, Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, Zimbabwe & Rwanda 

(Governance, Freedom & Corruption) 

Smuggling 

 Tax Evasion  

Third Countries presenting increased financial crime risks to SSA 

Country Risk Ratings by FCN  
for 40 Sub Saharan African Countries  

Risk Ratings 
2020




