
Sub Saharan Africa Region & 
Country Overview 

Having established the largest criminal 
markets  impacting SSA, highlights from a 1

region and country perspective are as 
follows: 

• The countries with the worst overall risk 
ratings  (out of 100 with 1 the worst and 2

100 the best) are: DRC (14), Burundi (23), 
Cameroon (24), Mozambique (25), Kenya 
(26), CAR & Rep of Congo (28), South 
Sudan, Guinea & Uganda (29). 

• The countries with the best overall risk 
ratings are: Mauritius (75), Seychelles (74), 
Botswana (72), Namibia (68), Cape Verde 
(63), Lesotho & South Africa (60).  

• Of the 4 regions, that make up, SSA, Central 
Africa presents the highest risks, followed 
by West Africa, East Africa and Southern 
Africa.  

• Corruption affects all countries, but in SSA 
corruption is endemic in many countries, 
and corruption is seen as both a facilitator 
of financial crime and a protector of those 
involved, with an average score of 34/100 
based on Transparency International's 
Corruption Perception Index, (where 1 is 
highly corrupt and 100 not corrupt). 

• Countries with the worst corruption 
scores are: South Sudan (12), Equatorial 
Guinea (16), Guinea Bissau (18), Burundi 
(19), Equatorial Guinea (16), Angola (19), 

Republic of Congo (19) and DRC (18). In 
total 27/40 SSA countries scored less than 
40/100.  

• From a regional perspective, Central 
Africa is most corrupt, followed by West, 
East & Southern Africa. 

• In terms of sanctions risks, countries in SSA 
generally have relatively limited dealings 
with countries sanctioned by for example, 
the UN, US, EU and UK. In total SSA is 
estimated as home to significantly less than 
5% of the targets identified by OFAC, with 
the following countries having  more than 
10 named listings: Zimbabwe (66), Somalia 
(42), South Sudan (42), The Gambia (18), 
Nigeria (13), South Africa (13) & Kenya (11). 
In addition, a number of Sub Saharan 
African Countries have been targeted as 
part of specific targeted actions, including 
the CAR, DRC, South Sudan & Zimbabwe, 
and in particular covering the rough trade 
in diamonds 

• The country with the largest proliferation 
threat is South Africa, with threat concerns, 
combined with weaknesses in controls in 
Liberia, Madagascar & Uganda 

• Countries facing the biggest threats from 
terrorism are in West Africa, with Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, CAR, as well as in 
South Sudan DRC, Ethiopia & Kenya in East 
Africa and Mozambique & South Africa in 
Southern Africa.  

 See: http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/9835/-Côte_d’Ivoire_Post-Conflict_Environmental_Assessment-2015Côte_d’Ivoire_Post-1

Conflict_Environmental_Assessment.pdf.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y

 See: http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/9835/-Côte_d’Ivoire_Post-Conflict_Environmental_Assessment-2015Côte_d’Ivoire_Post-2

Conflict_Environmental_Assessment.pdf.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y



 

Extracts from SSA Threat Assessments by FCN 

Based on the FCN Sub-Saharan Threat Assessment, Sub-Saharan African countries face 
numerous threats, covering many criminal activities. The below summarises a number of these. 



FCN’s Country Risk Scores Across Sub Saharan Africa 

FCN have rated 40 Sub-Saharan African countries as to their Financial Crime Threats & 
Responses and Overall Risk scores. The average Overall Risk score is 32/100. For more details 
with regards to the FCN Methodology, and country ratings, see: www.thefinancialcrimenews.com 

http://www.thefinancialcrimenews.com

