
The Illegal Wildlife Trade in Sub 
Saharan Africa 

The illegal wildlife trade endangers many 
species, including iconic African mammals, 
such as the elephant and the rhino, but also 
the pangolin, which is the most trafficked 
mammal of all, gorillas, big cats, reptiles, 
birds and wildlife from all over the region. 

Illegal trade and poaching of plants and 
other wildlife has been estimated to be worth 
between US$7 - 23 billion globally though 
these sources likely overstate the amounts 
involved. Research by FCN suggest the 
global amount is more likely 
around US$8.3 billion 
annually, or 25-30% of the 
legal trade. 

Wildlife traffickers in the 
region, are also involved in 
other crimes such as illegal 
logging, but also trafficking 
drugs, arms and people. 

Countries where poaching 
and trafficking pose 
particular threats to wildlife, 
according to the OCI, include 
the DRC, CAR, Nigeria and Madagascar. 
Elsewhere the threat to wildlife remains high 
including in South Africa, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Togo, Tanzania, Congo, Gabon, 
and in South Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Ivory 
Coast, Senegal and Sierra Leone. 

According to the US in its END Wildlife 
Trafficking Report 2019, “Countries of 
Concern” in SSA are the DRC and 
Madagascar, and “Focus Countries” are 

Cameroon, Gabon, Kenya, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Republic of the Congo, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Togo, Uganda & Zimbabwe. 

West Africa: In West Africa, Nigeria is a major 
hub for wildlife trafficking, particularly for 
wildlife poached in West and Central Africa, 
and is a transit country, especially for ivory 
and pangolin scales destined for Asia, 
(including China and Vietnam). Shipments 
overseas are smuggled through the port of 
Lagos, and in Abidjan in the Ivory Coast, but 
also through other smaller West African ports.  
In the Ivory Coast, the illicit trade is, as its 
name suggests, in ivory, but also in pangolins. 

In Sierra Leone, the trade is 
dominated by trafficking in 
pangolins, but also 
poaching of white-necked 
picathartes, pygmy hippos, 
forest elephants and 
monkeys. In Liberia, 
pangolin trafficking is rife, 
being one of the primary 
origin countries for this 
animal.  Bushmeat traders 
target Liberia’s primates 
which are now 
endangered.   

Central Africa: The poaching of elephants 
continues to be of considerable concern, for 
example in the DRC, with the country playing 
a major role in the international supply chain 
of illegal ivory. Species such as bonobos, 
chimpanzees and gorillas are also vulnerable, 
due to illegal bushmeat hunting. The DRC is 
also involved in the trafficking of african grey 
parrots. In the CAR, armed groups and 
poachers from Chad and Sudan, engage in 
transnational trafficking of a wide array of 

Total Criminal Proceeds in Sub 
Saharan Africa in US$ Billions FCN 

2020

Mining
10

Wildlife
2

Logging
12.5

Theft
15

Drugs
3

Modern Slavery
8.3

Goods Piracy
9

Fishing
2.5

https://thefinancialcrimenews.com/the-illegal-wildlife-trade-dollars-sense-by-john-cusack/


wildlife, but most notably bushmeat, ivory 
and animal skins, entering the country via 
South Sudan. The Republic of the Congo, is a 
source country for a number of protected 
species, including ivory, pangolins and 
parrots, with poaching for bushmeat also a 
concern. 

East Africa: Uganda is a transit hub for ivory, 
pangolins and rhino horns. In Tanzania the 
wildlife trade is focussed on elephant ivory 
and pangolins. In Kenya, 
there are illegal markets 
for ivory, rhino horn and 
venomous snakes. The 
port of Mombasa, is the 
largest port in East Africa 
and a major hub for 
smuggling wildlife. 
Rwanda plays a role in the 
illegal wildlife trade, acting 
as a transit country for 
ivory and rhino horns. 
Rwanda is also a source and 
transit country for birds sold 
into the illegal exotic pet trade, for example 
the grey crowned crane. 

In Madagascar poaching, and wildlife 
trafficking is rife throughout the country. In 
2018, over 18,000 radiated tortoises, a rare 
and highly endangered species found only in 
Madagascar, were destined for Asia and 
confiscated, uncovering a large-scale 
organised trafficking business. In South 
Sudan, the poaching of elephants, pangolins 
and hippos, for their teeth and bush meat, is 
reported as taking place in national parks, 
with links to timber trafficking.  

Southern Africa: In Southern Africa, 
Zimbabwe is a major source country for 
animal products, primarily elephant ivory and 
rhino horn. Over the past decade, elephant 
populations have decreased dramatically, 
suggesting high levels of poaching. Similarly, 
rhinos are poached in large numbers for their 
horns. Poachers from neighbouring countries 
often use cross-border smuggling routes to 
enter Zimbabwe to poach animals, then 
return to their origin countries to sell the 

illegal products.  

Zambia is particularly 
vulnerable to the illicit 
wildlife trade due to its 
largely unprotected 
borders with countries that 
are sources of ivory. 
Zambia is also a source 
country for ivory, but 
evidence suggests that 
elephant poaching in the 

country is on the decline. 
Stock theft is a particular 

concern. Angola is a transit country for the 
illegal trade in ivory, rhino horn, pangolin 
scales, gorillas and wild birds, mainly bound 
for Asia. In South Africa, the main concern is 
the poaching and trafficking of rhino horn, 
but markets also exist in the illicit trade in 
ivory and lion bones. Mozambique, is a major 
transit country for the trafficking of ivory and 
rhino horn to Asia, thought to be highly 
organised and trafficking significant volumes 
of ivory from other countries through 
Mozambique's ports. Organised crime 
involvement in wildlife supplements their 
activities in Mozambique in trafficking drugs 

Higher Risk Countries for illegal 
wildlife trade   



and people. Malawi is used as a transit point 
for ivory, rhino horn and pangolin scales. 

1.4.2 Proceeds of Crime: According to the 
UNODC, “a conservative estimate values the 
regional [Asia Pacific] illegal wildlife trade at 
US$2.5 billion a year, excluding illegal 
timber and off-shore fishing,” [2008] and that, 
“a conservative estimate for the illegal trade in 
selected mammal species to and within 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific is close to 
US$400 million, with more than half of this 
trade involving ivory products.”  

This is made up of ivory at US$200 million, 
pangolin at US$135 million, rhino horn at 

US$35 million, bear bile at US$10 million. The 
main destination markets for illegal wildlife 
are not just Asia, though China is the main 
destination for illegal Ivory (estimated at 
approximately 70%) and Vietnam for rhino 
horn. Whilst it’s reasonable that SSA may be 
the source of at least a fifth and up to 3rd of 
the illegal wildlife market, this would 
represent approximately US$2 billion in 
related proceeds.  As most of the value in this 
trade is generated after mark ups are added, 
which can be significant only once the goods 
are closer to the ultimate destination country, 
it is likely most of these criminal proceeds are 
generated by & accrue to foreign criminal 
groups. 
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To learn more about the Illegal 
Wildlife Trade, read the detailed 
Intelligence Briefing on Wildlife 

Trafficking by ordering your copy 
with supporting Training & 

Awareness Materials by 
contacting FCN directly

https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeastasiaandpacific//Publications/2013/TOCTA_EAP_web.pdf


Extracts from Individual Country Threat Assessments by FCN 

The following extracts are taken from Deep Dive Threat Assessments on Sub Saharan African 
Countries relating to Wildlife Crime: for more details see:  

Nigeria: According to the OC Index , “Nigeria is a major hub for fauna trafficking, particularly for 1

wildlife that is trafficked into Central Africa, and is a transit country, especially for ivory and 
pangolin scales destined for Asian consumer markets. As Nigeria has a small population of 
elephants and pangolins, most of the trafficked parts come from abroad.“ 

Nigeria is listed as 1 of 26 “Focus Countries” identified by the US State & Interior Departments in 
the Eliminate, Neutralise, and Disrupt (END) Wildlife Trafficking Act , recognising Nigeria as a 2

country with wildlife trafficking concerns. 

The UNODC  in 2019, highlighted cases of seized ivory and pangolin scales in Asia which led 3

back to Nigeria, though whilst these were unlikely to originate from Nigeria, it appeared that 
Nigeria was “acting as a transit hub for illicit wildlife products, including pangolins, elephant tusks 
and other protected species, destined for countries in Asia as well as Europe, the Middle East and 
North and South America”. 

In September 2019, Reuters  reported that within that year Hong Kong and Singapore have 4

intercepted three shipments from Nigeria of pangolin scales (weighing 33.9 tonnes), and based 
on the estimated value in Singapore, worth more than US$100 million.  

Tanzania: According to the countries National Risk Assessment, poaching is one of the major 
concerns in Tanzania. Wildlife in Tanzanian National parks and game reserves is poached for 
body parts such as tusks, skins, claws and bones. Some animals are smuggled alive out of the 
country.  Rhino horns and elephant tusks fetch very high prices abroad especially in some Far 
East countries. In those countries, these animal parts and live animals are prestigious collectibles 
and they are also used for medicinal purposes. As a result of poaching, animals such as 
elephants and rhinos are threatened with extinction.  

Zambia: Zambia is particularly vulnerable to the illicit wildlife trade due to its largely 
unprotected borders with countries that are sources of ivory. These include Angola, DRC, 
Mozambique and Tanzania; as well as Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe, three countries with 
substantial elephant populations. Zambia is also a source country for ivory, but evidence 
suggests that elephant poaching in the country is on the decline. Stock theft is a particular 
concern. 

 See: https://ocindex.net1

 See: https://www.state.gov/2019-end-wildlife-trafficking-report/2

 See: https://www.unodc.org/nigeria/en/is-nigeria-evolving-into-a-transit-hub-for-wildlife-trafficking.html3

 See: https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-pangolins/nigeria-becomes-africas-staging-ground-for-the-illegal-pangolin-trade-with-asia-idUKKBN1W40S54

https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-pangolins/nigeria-becomes-africas-staging-ground-for-the-illegal-pangolin-trade-with-asia-idUKKBN1W40S5
https://ocindex.net


Malawi: Wildlife trafficking is rated as “Medium High” under the 2018 National Risk Assessment. 
According to the OC Index, the most significant criminal market in Malawi is the poaching and 
trafficking of wildlife, scoring 6/10, “highly organised criminal syndicates use the country as a 
transit point for the trafficking of ivory, rhino horn, pangolin scales and more.”  “Numerous 
initiatives, policies and laws for the prevention of organised crime are reported. Notably, 
however, frameworks are insufficient to curb wildlife trafficking, which is one of the largest 
criminal markets in Malawi”.  

Malawi is both a source of illicit ivory and a significant transit and distribution hub for ivory 
sourced from surrounding countries. Illegal elephant poaching is particularly of concern in the 
Zambia-Malawi Trans frontier Conservation Area (TFCA). Since January 2016, more than 100 
cases of ivory buying, trafficking or trade in Malawi (many at the international airport) have taken 
place and Malawi was identified in the recent ETIS (Elephant Trade Information System) CoP17 
report as being ‘one of four countries of primary concern’ (Combatting wildlife crime in Malawi-
Zambia landscapes, 2020) . In 2019 alone, over 1,000 arrests were made in connection with 5

wildlife crimes and 400 cases were concluded  (Nyasatimes, 2019). However, it was reported by 6

the Department of National Parks and Wildlife that wildlife crimes have reduced by 50% in 
Malawi  (Nyasatimes, 2019), although the department acknowledged that this illegal trade is 7

now more organised, sophisticated and international syndicates are the ones running it. 

In its 2018 Money Laundering Trends and Typology Report,  the Financial Intelligence Authority 8

(FIA) advised that “accounts benefiting from the international inward transfer of funds from 
destinations associated with the ivory trade and drug trafficking” are an emerging threat.  

In terms of money laundering and techniques, the FIA noted that wildlife crime poses a “major 
threat to several wildlife species in Malawi”, which is a “source and transit country for illegal 
wildlife products”. The FIA observed that criminals had a preference for remittance transactions 
and international transfers to move the illegal proceeds, as well as use of transfers to freight 
forwarding businesses, and other ostensible legitimate companies that were used as fronts for 
illegal wildlife trade. The transfers were disguised as “upkeep” and “investment capital” 
payments, which mostly originated from Hong Kong. The FIA advised that “these funds had 
been received by the suspects after several suspected illegal shipments of government trophies 
(wildlife parts and products) from Malawi had been intercepted in Singapore, Thailand, China 
and Australia.” Linkages between wildlife crimes and illegal mining were also noted in case 
studies. 

 See: https://www.ifaw.org/international/journal/malawi-zambia-transboundary-landscape-project5

 See: https://www.nyasatimes.com/1000-arrested-for-wildlife-crimes-in-2019-kumchedwa/6

 See: https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-wildlife-crime-down-by-50-official/7

 See: https://www.fia.gov.mw/publications/Typologies.pdf8

https://www.fia.gov.mw/publications/Typologies.pdf
https://www.ifaw.org/international/journal/malawi-zambia-transboundary-landscape-project


South Africa: Wildlife crimes are estimated to constitute 21% of organised crimes detected in 
the Southern African region  (according to Interpol). Although there has been a decrease in 
rhino poaching (due to increased prevention), there has been an increase in 2018 in elephant 
poaching. While rhino horn and ivory trafficking have received the most attention, other less 
publicised forms of wildlife, include abalone, sea turtles and sharks. 

According to the OC Index 2019, the “levels of corruption surrounding the wildlife markets are 
extremely high. Although many forms of wildlife trafficking are concentrated in specific areas of 
the country – for example, abalone poaching, which is limited to coastal areas – the effects are felt 
nationwide. This is due predominantly to the ripple effect these criminal markets have, in addition 
to extended supply chains and exchanges of goods – for example, the exchange of abalones for 
drugs.” 

Some South African banks have joined United for Wildlife, a Royal Foundation initiative 
spearheaded by HRH The Duke of Cambridge, with others showing an interest in becoming 
signatories to the Financial Taskforce at a January 2020 meeting . There are multiple elements to 9

the programme which include the use of modern technologies for example using a scanning 
system to detect ivory and rhino horn at OR Tambo International Airport. David Fein, the-Vice 
Chair for the United for Wildlife Financial Taskforce, said that “by going after wildlife smugglers, 
we can also pursue other crimes that are much higher on countries’ national security radar, like 
terrorism and drug smuggling”. He also said that illegal wildlife crime “operates within the same 
framework, the same scale and with the same players who commit other transnational organised 
crime. The risk-benefit ratio for illegal wildlife trafficking has until now favoured the 
traffickers. That’s a problem, but we also see it as an opportunity because there’s already a lot of 
intel being captured on the ground, it just needs to be handed up to the right channels”. 

In 2018, National Geographic  highlighted an emerging threat related to growing demand for 10

the body parts of lions, including bones, teeth and claws, which are “sought after for use in 
traditional medicines and trinkets in Southeast Asia”. Although it's illegal to poach big cats in 
South Africa, it is currently legal to export skeletons from captive facilities.  

Consequently, South Africa almost doubled the quota for exporting skeletons from 800 to 1,500 
annually,  sparking concern among wildlife experts that this may trigger an interest and demand 
in trafficking African lion and other big cats. 

South Africa has been identified in the 2019 END Wildlife Trafficking Report  as a “Focus” 11

country in respect of wildlife trafficking.  

 See: https://www.goodthingsguy.com/business/combatting-illegal-wildlife-trade/9

 See: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2018/07/lion-bone-export-south-africa-wildlife-trafficking-news/10

 See: https://www.state.gov/2019-end-wildlife-trafficking-report/11

https://www.goodthingsguy.com/business/combatting-illegal-wildlife-trade/


Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe is one of only 6 SSA countries that receives over 1 million visitors a year, 
with many of these ecotourists drawn by iconic wildlife, such as buffalo, elephant, rhino, giraffe, 
leopard, lion, zebra and antelope. The black rhino and elephant  have been significantly 
affected and numbers reduced by poaching. A link between tourism, biodiversity and 
countering wildlife crime was emphasised by Zimbabwe’s former Minister of Tourism, Walter 
Mzembi, in 2016, where he stated that ‘Poaching remains, in my view, the biggest scar on the 
conscience of humanity, and threatens tourism development considering that wildlife is the 
backbone of the tourism industry. We have aptly named it biodiversity terrorism ”. 12

According to the Africa Organised Crime Index (2019), the illicit wildlife market is pervasive in 
the country, scoring 7.5/10 in the Index. Zimbabwe is a major source country for animal 
products, primarily elephant ivory and rhino horn. Over the past decade, elephant populations 
have decreased dramatically, suggesting high levels of poaching, often carried out using 
cyanide poisoning. Rhinos are poached in large numbers for their horns. Poachers often take 
advantage of porous borders and use cross-border smuggling routes to enter the country, 
poach animals and smuggle the horns or trophies back across borders. The country is also a 
major hub for the illicit pangolin trade.  

According to Zimbabwean local rangers , the ivory trade is big business, with a complex, 13

globalised, organised crime web behind it. Locally poachers "are 'recruited' by middlemen, 
normally from areas further afield, who provide them with weapons, ammunition and money in 
return for ivory or other wildlife products," a successful poacher can earn amounts of US$150 to 
US$200 per kilogram of ivory (an adult African elephants tusk weighs on average between 23 - 
45 kgs), which is then sold on to buyers who may pay from US$1,000 to US$2,100 per kilogram 
for ivory. 

Based on information, ivory trafficking routes from Zimbabwe have included, couriers flying from 
Harare via Dubai to Hong Kong, with ivory secreted in purpose made worn vests and hidden in 
luggage . A 2018 sting in Zimbabwe, led to an investigation into Grace Mugabe, (the wife of 14

the former president), suspected of involvement in the illegal ivory trade, using her status to 
send packages via Harare airport without checks being undertaken . The allegations included 15

evidence that ivory businesses, legal in Zimbabwe (though exports are restricted), were also 
involved. Rhino poaching in Zimbabwe has been linked to  Zimbabwe’s Central Intelligence 
Organisation that has been implicated in supplying firearms to poaching syndicates, giving 
protection to poachers and buying rhino horn from poachers, who are linked to organised 
criminal groups with operations across the border in South Africa . 16

 See: https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/publications/research/2018-10-11-tackling-illegal-wildlife-trade-africa-vandome-vines-final.pdf12

 See: https://www.dw.com/en/risky-business-on-the-trail-of-poachers-in-zimbabwe/a-3837780713

 See: https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/10858/in_plane_sight.pdf14

 See: https://www.afr.com/politics/grace-mugabes-ivory-crimes-how-an-aussie-photographer-blew-open-a-smuggling-ring-20180327-h0xzzg15

 See: https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TGIATOC-Zim-Organised-Crime-Report-WEB.pdf16

https://www.dw.com/en/risky-business-on-the-trail-of-poachers-in-zimbabwe/a-38377807
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TGIATOC-Zim-Organised-Crime-Report-WEB.pdf
https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/10858/in_plane_sight.pdf


Besides ivory and rhino horn, pangolins are also trafficked from Zimbabwe. Whilst it is legal to 
trade python skins, and crocodiles, both these popular wildlife products are also thought to be 
smuggled out of Zimbabwe, to avoid customs fees and to earn foreign currency . 17

According to the US State Department , Zimbabwe is included as one of 28 “Focus Countries”, 18

but is not a “Country of Concern”. Focus Countries are considered to be a “major source of 
wildlife trafficking products or their derivatives, a major transit point of wildlife trafficking products 
or their derivatives, or a major consumer of wildlife trafficking products.” 

Kenya: Kenya’s tourism industry is Kenya’s leading foreign exchange earner, and the country’s 
national parks and wildlife constitute a key attraction. Kenya’s unique wildlife asset is under 
increasing threat due to the activities of international crime syndicates in the illegal wildlife 
trade. The illicit trade involves networks of organised dealers, financiers, suppliers, brokers and 
merchants. According to the OC Index, “illegal markets for wildlife products such as ivory, rhino 
horn and venomous snakes are prevalent” and “Kenya is a transit point for illegal flora products, 
such as timber, and illicit fauna commodities. The scores attributed for environmental markets are 
elevated due to high levels of violence related to these markets and to role of sophisticated 
criminal smuggling networks”. 

Kenya is listed as 1 of 28 Focus countries (but is not one of the 3 identified countries of concern), 
under the US Eliminate Neutralise and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act  (END Wildlife 19

Trafficking), which seeks to identify countries considered as a “major source of wildlife trafficking 
products or their derivatives, a major transit point of wildlife trafficking products or their 
derivatives, or a major consumer of wildlife trafficking products.” Kenya’s wildlife has faced many 
years of poaching and trafficking, via airports and seaports. For example, according to 
TRAFFIC  in 2018, Kenya reported 797 ivory seizures between 2007 and 2017, more than any 20

other African country and third only to China (3,984) and the USA (1,531).  This high seizure rate 
is likely both a reflection of Kenya’s reporting and seizure effort as well as the volume of ivory 
moving through the country. A TRAFFIC assessment identified that Kenya is also a transit country 
for illegal wildlife products from other countries, including Tanzania (mainly ivory) and 
Mozambique (ivory and rhino horn), Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) (mainly ivory), 
Uganda (ivory, pangolin scales, timber), Zambia (ivory) and South Sudan (ivory).  

Kenya’s relatively well-developed infrastructure and international nodes, such as the Port of 
Mombasa and Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) in Nairobi, have been major exit points 
for illegal wildlife products in the past two decades, sourced from Kenya and the wider region. 

 See: https://zimra.co.zw/news/1770:zimra-says-no-to-the-smuggling-of-wildlife-products17

 See: https://www.state.gov/2019-end-wildlife-trafficking-strategic-review/18

 See: https://www.state.gov/2019-end-wildlife-trafficking-report/19

 See: https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/12726/kenyas-ports-analysis-1.pdf20

https://zimra.co.zw/news/1770:zimra-says-no-to-the-smuggling-of-wildlife-products
https://www.state.gov/2019-end-wildlife-trafficking-report/


According to the 2018 Interpol Overview of Serious Organised Crime in East Africa report , “in 21

2018, the Kenyan Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife announced that the country is experiencing a 
sharp decline in elephant and rhino poaching, reportedly due to government efforts to protect 
national parks and game reserves that began in 2012. The passing of a wildlife law in 2014 
enhanced penalties for those convicted of poaching and engaging in illicit trade in protected 
wildlife species. Despite this decrease in the overall numbers, and since stock are more 
protected, syndicates continue to target rhinos, where and when possible, and the trade remains 
ongoing.” 

Ethiopia: According to the International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) , Ethiopia is a key transit point for illegal wildlife 
trade from across the Horn of Africa . The country’s main international airport “has been found 22

to be a transit hub for the movement of ivory and rhino horn from Africa to Asian countries mainly 
China. Ivory from Ethiopia’s elephants and also from neighbouring countries (South Sudan, 
Sudan, Kenya and Somalia) are illegally trafficked overland in Ethiopia and across its borders. 
Between 2011 and 2015, more than 700 people were arrested in connection with illegal ivory 
trafficking. Majority of those arrested at BIA [the airport] were transit passengers with a sizeable 
number of passengers with their first departure station as Ethiopia.” 

This report identifies that the key originator points of illegal wildlife trade that pass through 
Ethiopia’s main airport are Nigeria and Angola, followed by DR Congo, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ghana and Republic of Congo.  

This report, however, concludes that “unlike some neighbouring African countries currently in 
conflict, there is no evidence of linkages between wildlife trafficking and organised crime/militant 
groups in Ethiopia using wildlife to generate cash for their criminal activities”. 

Ivory Coast: According to the OCI , the Country is both, “a transit and origin country for the 23

trafficking of ivory by criminal gangs, and plays a major role in the illegal ape and birds’ markets; 
corruption is linked to these networking routes and activities.” These activities are carried out by 
criminal networks and supported by state embedded actors, with corruption playing a 
significant role. According to the Institute for Security Studies  pangolin scales and elephant 24

ivory are the most trafficked wildlife products in the country, sourced from the Ivory Coast  (in 
the case of Pangolin) and from other countries in the region, such as West, East and Central 
Africa, destined for Asian markets. Since 2016, Côte d’Ivoire has recorded at least five major 
wildlife-trafficking events involving seizures and arrests. A January 2018 seizure  25

 See: https://enact-africa.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/2018-12-12-interpol-east-africa-report.pdf21

 See: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mekbeb_Tessema/publication/323259525_Wildlife_Crime_Assessment_in_Ethiopia/links/5a8b9b0e0f7e9b1a9555bc03/Wildlife-Crime-Assessment-in-Ethiopia.pdf?22

origin=publication_detail

 See: https://ocindex.net/country/cote-divoire/ 23

 See: https://issafrica.org/iss-today/is-cote-divoire-becoming-a-wildlife-trafficking-hotspot24

 See: https://www.nst.com.my/world/2018/01/328815/ivory-coast-seizes-huge-haul-elephant-tusks-and-pangolin-scales25

https://enact-africa.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/2018-12-12-interpol-east-africa-report.pdf
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/is-cote-divoire-becoming-a-wildlife-trafficking-hotspot


revealed 578kg of ivory and over half a ton of pangolin scales, leopard skins and other items, 
with the pangolin scales probably poached and harvested in Côte d’Ivoire, while the elephant 
tusks came from Gabon, Nigeria, Mozambique and Uganda, all destined for Vietnam. Four 
suspected of organising the shipments, were 1 from each of Ivory Coast, Guinea, China and 
Vietnam. As a result of deforestation, including due to cocoa plantations replacing traditional 
forests in protected areas , primate populations have sharply declined. 26

Mauritius: Mauritius' illicit environmental markets are not deemed to be of major concern, 
reporting a score of 3.5/10 in the OC Index. Experts report “illicit trade in wildlife such as birds 
and turtles, albeit on a very small scale.” Wildlife at particular risk include the African Grey Parrot, 
the Pink Pigeon, the Sago Plant and the Giant Tortoise . 27

TRAFFIC’s Runway to Extinction Report  recently reported that Mauritius’s main airport was a 28

transit hub for “specific types of wildlife traffickers” including for example, smuggled reptiles 
from Madagascar destined for South East or East Asia. 

 See: http://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/chocolates_dark_secret_english_web.pdf/26

 See: https://www.mra.mu/download/CITES.pdf27

 See: https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/12773/runway-to-extinction_web.pdf28

https://www.mra.mu/download/CITES.pdf
https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/12773/runway-to-extinction_web.pdf

