
 “Kenya remains vulnerable to money laundering, financial fraud & TF. It is the financial hub of East Africa and pioneered mobile banking in the region. ML 
occurs in the formal & informal sectors, deriving from domestic & foreign criminal operations. Criminal activities include transnational OC, cybercrime, 

corruption, smuggling, trade invoice manipulation, trade in illegal timber & charcoal, wildlife trafficking, & illicit trade in drugs and counterfeit goods (including 
sugar & other agri products). FIs engage in currency transactions connected to international narcotics trafficking, involving significant amounts of U.S. currency 
derived from illegal sales in the USA & Kenya. Unregulated networks of hawaladars & other unlicensed remittance systems facilitate cash-based & unreported 

transfers. DNFBPs are a likely vehicle for ML that is beyond the current capacity of the host government to address. Kenya is a transit point for the region & 
international traffickers of narcotics, persons, wildlife, timber, charcoal, and minerals. TBML continues to be a problem. Its proximity to Somalia makes it attractive 
for laundering of piracy proceeds, as well as other funds from the khat & charcoal trades. Goods reported as transiting Kenya are not subject to customs duties, 

but many such goods are actually sold in Kenya.” Source: US INCSR 2021& rates Kenya as a “Jurisdiction of Primary Concern” for ML & drug & chemical control.

🇰🇪  Key Harms & Effects

  Overall bribery rate is 45% up from 
37% in 2015, with the police 
considered the most corrupt

70% of all corruption in Kenya is 
related to procurement.

  “Economic crimes” rose by 11% in 
2018 to 4,100 offences

220,831 people suffering with drug 
disorders (2017) representing 0.49% 

of population.

338,000 estimated victims of 
modern slavery crimes in Kenya, with 
a 6.9 incidence of 100,000 people. 

🇰🇪  Key Crimes, Crime Proceeds and Laundered Monies (Wide range of estimates)

US$3.5 billion

(3.6% of GDP for Proceeds of Crime 2019 - 

range 2.3 - 5.5% - mid at 3.6% (ML at 2.7% mid) 
for all countries - UNODC 2011)

US$3 billion

(Up to 3.2% of GDP for ML - 0.7% Domestic, 

0.4% Foreign, 2.1% Transit - Extrapolated from 
Walker & Ungar - 2019 by generating average 

scores for 11 OECD countries)

>US$ billions

(The main proceeds-generating predicate 

crimes are fraud, corruption, trafficking in illicit 
drugs, and economic type crimes: NRA 2021)

Overall Criminality Score = 6.95/10

(With highest criminality scores for AT, Drugs (heroin) & HT.  The highest Criminal Market scores are 

for “State Embedded Actors” (8/10), “Criminal Networks” (7.5/10), “Mafia Style Groups” (7/10) & 
“Foreign Actors” (6.5/10) & overall score for Criminal Actors is 7.25/10. Source: OCI 2021

Corrupt Persons Human Traffickers Organised Criminals Drug Traffickers Terrorists 

Kenya scores 30/100 on the 2021 CPI - ranked 
138/180 up from a score of 28/100 and ranked 
137/180 countries in 2019. Estimates of losses 

due to corruption of up to 30% of state 
revenues have been reported in Kenya, by 

President Kenyatta himself, which amounts to 
12% of GDP, amounting to US$9 billion, with an 
estimated US$6.3 billion through procurement, 

and US$2.7 billion in bribes.

“Corruption also runs rampant in the 

government. While oversight mechanisms exist, 
implementation remains limited. Nevertheless, 
Kenya has one of the best anti organised crime 

and anti-corruption legislative frameworks in 
the region. This legislation requires the public 

to be involved in budget-making and for public 
tenders to be published before being awarded. 

However, blatant abuse of procurement still 
occurs in large projects”.  Source OCI 2021 

There were over 17,000 cases of corruption 
and economic crimes detected/investigated 
between 2016 and 2020, representing about 
27% of all the predicate offences. From these 
investigations, about 14,000 cases proceeded 
to prosecution resulting in 2,328 convictions. 

Source: NRA 2021

“Kenya is a country of origin, a transit hub and a 
destination market for victims of human 

trafficking, subjected to forced labour and 
sexual exploitation between the Horn of Africa, 

Southern Africa and East Africa, and the Arabian 
Peninsula and Southern Asia.”


“Human trafficking is a significant driver of 
Kenya’s underground criminal economy. 
Additionally, human traffickers in Kenya 

reportedly collude with law enforcement 
officials to facilitate movement. Available 

information also suggests that East African 
human trafficking rings moving people to the 
Middle East are run entirely by people posing 

as legitimate recruiting agencies based in 
Kenya. Often Kenyans who irregularly migrate to 
the Middle East for better economic opportunity 

are subjected to domestic servitude, sexual 
abuse and acute violations of their terms of 
employment. Smugglers and traffickers also 

hold irregular migrants destined for the United 
Arab Emirates in ‘trafficking houses’. Ugandan 
and Nepali women have been trafficked into 

Kenya for the purposes of sexual exploitation.” 
Source OC Index 2021

“A large number of violent, predominately 
military-style & extortionist gangs operate in 
Kenya. The groups are territorial & operate 

under defined leadership. They collaborate with 
LE officers, politicians, bankers & other corrupt 

officials who both sponsor & facilitate their 
criminal activity. Corrupt police officers & 

politicians also employ criminal gang members 
as bodyguards, election agents, campaigners & 

tools for harassing political rivals. Mafia 
capitalism has also been on the rise in Kenya, & 

an increasing number of cartels have been 
involved in HT, cybercrime, virtual kidnapping & 
the sale of counterfeit goods. Criminal networks 

often harbour ties to politicians and other 
influential individuals, and thus wield significant 
influence across the country. The Italian mafia is 

notably present both in Kenya & across East 
Africa, & engages in various criminal activities, 

while a large number of smugglers from 
neighbouring countries operate in Kenya. Asian 
nationals, primarily in China, are also known to 

be involved in drug & fauna trafficking in Kenya. 
Foreign criminal actors are heavily involved in 

targeting children for human-trafficking 
operations.” Source OC Index 2021

“Kenya is a major waypoint for various illicit 
narcotics, including heroin from Afghanistan 
and the Arabian Gulf en route to Europe, the 
Americas and other parts of Africa. Domestic 
heroin abuse in Kenya is a significant issue, 

especially along the coastline.

Cocaine is either imported using air routes from 

South America to neighbouring Ethiopia, or 
more commonly, transported by air from 

neighbouring African states, particularly West 
Africa. Nigerian syndicates & Italian mafia 

groups often control international shipments. In 
particular, the airport in Nairobi remains a 

significant trans-shipment point for the global 
cocaine trade. 


The Kenyan police have been identified as the 
primary organisers and facilitators of the 

domestic distribution and retail sale of cocaine 
in the country. 


A significant cannabis-trafficking market exists in 
Kenya. Cannabis is cultivated and produced in 
Kenya for domestic and regional consumption. 
Kenya is believed to serve as a transit country 

for amphetamines trafficked to South Africa and 
across Southern Asia.”


 Source OC Index 2021

“Terrorism manifestation in Kenya emanates 
from Al Shabaab (AS), an AL QAEDA (AQ) 

affiliate group operating in Somalia, & Islamic 
State (IS) affiliate groups in the region i.e. 

Islamic State in Somalia operating in Puntland., 
The major terrorist organisations that were 
considered are the AS, ISIS, self-radicalised 

individuals commonly referred to as Lone Wolf 
actors & the AQ is not a major proceeds 

generating crime in Kenya & is rated low risk in 
terms of the level of threat to ML. Even though 

terrorism is a serious predicate offence in 
Kenya, the ultimate motive of perpetrators of 
terrorism is to kill, maim and avenge Kenyan 

targets mainly for ideological mileage. As such, 
there are insignificant proceeds or financial 

rewards that accrue as benefits for the attacks. 
The proximity of Kenya to Somalia which hosts 

AS HQ & operational bases exposes the country 
to the greatest threat on terrorism front. AS 

continues to exploit Kenya’s porous borders to 
launch ambushes against LEAs & civilian 

population. Other than the banking and mobile 
money sectors, the assessment did not reveal 

any significant terrorism financing threats in the 
other financial services sectors.” NRA 2021

Arms Traffickers Wildlife Traffickers Illegal Timber/Mining Fraudsters   People Smugglers 

“Arms trafficking is a significant issue in Kenya, 
with high numbers of unlicensed and illicit 
firearms circulating in the country due to it 

being near conflict-ridden areas. 

Kenya is primarily a hub for arms trafficked to 
conflict zones in countries such as the DRC & 

Uganda. 

Border porosity and the phenomenon of cattle 
theft are also believed to exacerbate the issue. 

High-level political & government officials are 
also reportedly linked to arms trafficking and 
the sale of small arms and light weapons to 

warring factions in S Sudan. 

Overall, arms trafficking has contributed to a 
rise in firearm-related homicides in Nairobi”. 

Source OC Index 2021. 

“Wildlife trafficking is widespread in Kenya. In 
particular, illicit ivory, rhino horn, African Grey 

parrot and venomous snake markets are 
extremely prevalent. Kenya is also a major 

transit country for wildlife trafficking, with the 
port of Mombasa and Jomo Kenyatta 

International Airport being the main entry and 
exit points for illegal wildlife products. Wildlife 

trafficking between Kenya and Asia is 
particularly predominant and Asian criminal 

syndicates have reportedly established bases in 
the country. High levels of violence are 

associated with the wildlife-trafficking market in 
Kenya. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 

poaching for bushmeat has reportedly 
increased across Kenya.” Source: OCI 2021. 
From 2016-2020 “358 environmental related 

STRs from FIs but none from the environmental 
agencies. Notably, the STRs on suspected 

environmental crimes had linkages with other 
predicate offences”.  Source: NRA 2021

“Despite a 1986 ban on logging indigenous 
tree species, illicit logging of indigenous trees 

continues to occur in Kenya, in large part due to 
government corruption. Ports such as Mombasa 

serve as transit hubs for illicit timber products 
trafficked across East Africa. Additionally, 
sandalwood is illicitly harvested and often 

destined for markets in Uganda, Saudi Arabia 
and India. The charcoal trade has also fuelled 

illicit logging in Kenya, and there are claims that 
criminal proceeds contribute to the funding of 
al-Shabaab militants hiding in the forest. Kenya 
acts as both a destination and transit country for 

mineral smuggling. Most smuggled minerals 
originate in the DRC and are trafficked through 
Kenya for ‘legitimisation’ before being sold to 
foreign markets as Kenyan products. Kenya’s 

illicit gold market involves gold smuggled into 
the country from the DRC, Tanzania and South 

Sudan.”

Source: OCI 2021

“Fraud & forgery cases reported were 15,804, 
representing about 25% of all the cases 
analysed, while approximately 19% of all 

investigations relating to fraud/forgery results 
into prosecutions with about 17% conviction 

rate. Between 2016- 2020, approximately 
KSh1,722 billion were frozen and seized from 

fraud and forgery related offences. 

Additionally, the country confiscated about 

KSh246 million relating to these offence types 
over the same period. Fraud and forgery related 
crime types include the offences of obtaining by 

false pretence, currency forgery, false 
accounting and fraud/forgery offences. The ML 

threat emanating from fraud and forgery 
offences was assessed as High. 


The assessment also predicted that the ML 
threat is likely to decrease in the future due to 

government interventions that has made it 
easier to detect and investigate fraud cases.” 

Source: NRA 2021

“Kenya is a significant hub for human 
smuggling in East Africa, and new smuggling 

hotspots have been emerging across the 
country in recent years. 


Kenya’s role in the human smuggling industry 
has shifted from that of a destination country to 

primarily that of a transit country.

 Most smuggled people in Kenya come from 

the Horn of Africa. Kenyans seeking to reach the 
Middle East often employ the services of 

smugglers. 

Overall, Kenya’s human smuggling market 
overlaps heavily with the country’s human 
trafficking and forced labour markets, with 

Kenyan and Ugandan recruitment agencies 
reportedly collaborating on smuggling and 

trafficking operations.”

 Source: OCI 2021

🇰🇪  Key Countries, Territories & Regions of Concern / Impacted on - by Kenya  

26 Third Countries of Concern from the FATF & EU

26 Third Countries of Concern from the FATF & EU (FATF list October 2021, representing 24 plus 2 
countries - EU list January 2022 representing 23 FATF countries (not including Albania or Turkey) - 

Sources: FATF list October 2021 & EU January 2022

Member Countries of the AU   

(Kenya is a member of the 55 Member African 
Union - where borders, security and economic 

ties are close)

Main Trading Partners 

(Top 5 import and top 5 export partners - 2019 - 

Source: World Bank)

Third Countries of Concern 

(Countries included in Key Crimes section 

above) 

 FATF: Iran & North Korea plus Afghanistan, Barbados, Albania, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cayman Islands, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Mali, Malta, Morocco, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Senegal, South 

Sudan, Syria, Turkey, Uganda, Yemen, Zimbabwe. EU: Afghanistan, Barbados, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
Cayman Islands, Haiti, Jamaica, Jordan, Mali, Morocco, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, the 
Philippines, Senegal, Syria, South Sudan, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda, Vanuatu, Yemen & Zimbabwe 

AU: 🇩🇿  🇦🇴  🇧🇯  🇧🇼  🇧🇫  🇧🇮  🇨🇲  🇨🇻  🇨🇫  🇹🇩  🇰🇲  🇨🇬  🇨🇩  

🇨🇮  🇩🇯  🇪🇬  🇬🇶  🇪🇷  🇸🇿  🇪🇹  🇬🇦  🇬🇲  🇬🇭  🇬🇳  🇬🇼  🇰🇪  🇱🇸  

🇱🇷  🇱🇾  🇲🇬  🇲🇼  🇲🇱  🇲🇷  🇲🇺  🇲🇦  🇲🇿  🇳🇦  🇳🇪  🇳🇬  🇷🇼  🇸🇹  

🇸🇳  🇸🇨  🇸🇱  🇸🇴  🇿🇦  🇸🇸  🇸🇩  🇹🇿  🇹🇬  🇹🇳  🇺🇬  🇪🇭  🇿🇲  🇿🇼

Imports from: China 🇨🇳  (21%)  India 🇮🇳  (10%) 

UAE (10%)  Saudi Arabia 🇸🇦  (7%) Japan 🇯🇵  

(5.5%) Exports to: Uganda 🇺🇬  (11%) USA 🇺🇸  

(9%) NL 🇳🇱  (7%) Pakistan 🇵🇰  (7.5%) UK 🇬🇧  (7%)

Afghanistan 🇦🇫  China 🇨🇳  DRC Djibouti 🇩🇯  

Ethiopia 🇪🇹  Eritrea 🇪🇷  India 🇮🇳  Italy 🇮🇹  Nepal 

🇳🇵  Nigeria 🇳🇬  Saudi Arabia 🇸🇦  Somalia 🇸🇴  

Sudan 🇸🇩  South Sudan 🇸🇸  Uganda 🇺🇬  



🇰🇪  Money Laundering & Terror Financing - Key Threats & Vulnerabilities

ML threat for Kenya was assessed as Medium  (domestic ML threat at Med High & external ML threat at Medium - both expected to increase), whereas the ML vulnerability was assessed as Medium High, with Banking assessed as the sector with a High threat 
& a Medium High vulnerability sector with the highest impact on the ML vulnerability. Other sectors to note are Real Estate, Money Remittance Providers, Foreign Exchange Bureaus  Car Dealers, Lawyers, Certified Secretaries, Gaming & Saccos -  NRA 2021

Money Laundering: “ML in Kenya is both 
complex in scale, settings and diversity of its 

actors. There is no single classical mechanism 
of ML offence that consist of all the elements or 
all of the 3 phases, that is placement, layering & 

integration. 

The techniques used in ML include fraud, 

bribery and embezzlement. 

Typical typologies entail opening accounts & 
making periodic cash deposits which do not 

correspond to the suspect’s known sources of 
income. In such incidences, there may be no 

withdrawal from ‘s the accounts despite 
receiving huge sums of money which obviates a 

presumption of innocence. 

Another methodology used by ML’s in Kenya 

involves procurement corruption where officials 
are influenced and/or enticed into flouting the 

rules and inflating prices.” 

Source: NRA 2021.

Sector ML/TF Threats/Vulnerability: 1. Banks  
This sector presents overall the highest ML risks 

and vulnerability in Kenya. The products 
considered most vulnerable are Business 

Banking/Corporate Banking, Current Accounts, 
Internet Banking & Wire Transfers at High 

vulnerability, followed by Safe Deposit, 
Correspondent Banking, Credits/Large 

customers at Med High, Retail, Retail Credit 
SME, Mobile Phone Banking, Trust & Asset 
Management & Trade Finance at Medium 

vulnerability. ATM deposits, Cards, Retail Credit 
were rated at Medium Low and Private Banking  
at Low (due to limited scale and exposure). The 

Top 5 priority actions to mitigate against ML 
vulnerability is 1) AML knowledge of Bank staff, 

2) Effective Supervision, =3) Availability of 
administrative sanctions & Effectiveness of 

compliance systems, =5) Availability of Criminal 
Sanctions & Effective monitoring and STR 

reporting - Source: NRA 2021 

Sector ML/TF Threats/Vulnerability: 2. Other 
Financial Institutions 


Insurance (Medium threat (increasing trend) / 
Medium vulnerability),  


Securities (Low threat (increasing trend)/
Medium vulnerability), 


Casino’s (including betting and gaming) at 
Medium threat (no trend) /gaming is High 

vulnerability. 

Savings & Credit Co operatives (Saccos) at (no 

threat rating or trend) / Medium High 
vulnerability, 


Payment Service Providers at (no threat rating 
or trend) / Medium vulnerability, 


Money Remittance Providers at (no threat rating 
or trend)/ Medium High vulnerability, 


Foreign Exchange Bureaus at (no threat rating 
or trend) / Medium High vulnerability.


 Source: NRA 2021


Sector ML/TF Risks/Vulnerability: 3. DNFPs 
“Real estate, money remittance providers, 
money network operators, Saccos, legal & 
motor vehicle dealers’ sectors were also 

assessed as posing significant impact to the 
country’s national AML/CFT vulnerability. This is 
attributed not only to the contribution of these 
sectors to the economy in general, but also to 
the fact that the sectors have relatively weaker 
frameworks on ML/TF oversight. In this regard, 
this [NRA] recommends designation of lawyers 

& motor vehicle dealers as DNFBPs for the 
purposes of AML/CFT.” Source: NRA 2021


“DNFPB’s: Accountants at Med Low (neutral 
trend)/ Med High vulnerability. Real Estate at 

High threat (increasing trend), High 
vulnerability, Trust & Company Service 

Providers (equivalent known in Kenya as 
Certified Secretaries) at Med High vulnerability. 
Precious Metals not rated as not considered an 

important sector. Source: NRA 2021

Sector ML/TF Risks/Vulnerability: 4. Others: 
Others such as Car Dealers at Med High threat 

(increasing trend)/Very High vulnerability 

Lawyers at Med High threat (increasing trend)/

High vulnerability. 

Source: NRA 2021


Terrorism Finance: “The level of risk of 
terrorism finance abuse in the Non Profit 

Organisations sector in Kenya is considered 
low. However, the lack of effective monitoring 

and supervision by the regulator, and reporting 
obligation by NPOs as required under 

POCAMLA enhances the risk factor for the 
activities conducted by the Non Profit 

Organisations in Kenya. 

The overall vulnerability of Non Profit 

Organisations sector for terrorism finance 
abuse was therefore rated Medium.”


Source: NRA 2021

🇰🇪  FATF / IMF Related Reporting  

Next Round MER expected 2022
 ESAAMLG, ML/TF Mutual 

Evaluation Report: Kenya 2011
Kenya - FATF Action Plan                            

2011 - 2014
 ESAAMLG: Kenya - Follow Up 

Report  2018

“Kenya underwent an on-site mutual evaluation 
visit in 2010 to measure compliance with 

international AML/CFT standards. In a 2011 
report  ESAAMLG, identified a number of areas 
for improvement, incl the criminalisation of TF, 

establishment of a fully operational FIU, 
creation of an effective asset-freezing 

framework for terrorist assets, awareness raising 
in the LE community, & improved sanctioning 

powers. The ESAAMLG visit was instrumental in 
developing Kenya’s action plan for 

strengthening its AML/CFT regime, & the govt 
has made a high-level political commitment to 
addressing these deficiencies with the support 

of the ESAAMLG & FATF. “ Source: Global 
Centre Cooperative Security 2015.

As a result of the 2010/2011 evaluation Kenya 
became subject to the FATF global AML/CFT 
ongoing monitoring process, developing a 

FATF action plan. “The FATF welcomes Kenya’s 
significant progress in improving its AML/CFT 

regime and notes that Kenya has established the 
legal and regulatory framework to meet its 

commitments in its action plan regarding the 
strategic deficiencies that the FATF had 

identified in February 2010. Kenya is therefore 
no longer subject to FATF’s monitoring process 
under its on-going global AML/CFT compliance 

process. Kenya will work with ESAAMLG as it 
continues to address the full range of AML/CFT 
issues identified in its mutual evaluation report.” 

Source: FATF 2014

At the ESAAMLG meeting in 2014, it was 
confirmed that “Kenya had substantially 

addressed the entire Core & Key Recs rated 
Partially Compliant (PC) and Non‐Compliant 
(NC). As a result, the country was directed to 

report progress only on the non core/non key 
recs (NC/NK) Recs that were rated PC or NC in 
the MER.” Kenya had 20 NCs & 10 PCs (NC/NK 
Recs) but had by 2017 “adequately addressed 
most of the outstanding NC/NK Recs) with the 
exception of Recs: 12 (DNFPBs - Preventative 
Measures), 16 (DNFPBs STRs), 21 (High Risk 

Countries), 24 (DNFPBs Regulation), 33 (Legal 
Persons & BO) & 34 (Legal Arrangements & 

BO).” 

Source: ESAAMLG Report 2018

ESAAMLG MER 2018 Overview (40 Recs/9 Special Recs) FATF ML/TF MER: Kenya 2021/22 IMF 2021 - Anti Corruption - Kenya  IMF 2021 - AML /CTF  - Kenya

Kenya is currently undergoing the latest round 
of reviews by FATF through ESAAMLG. 

According to the FATF assessment calendar, 
the on-site inspection was due to start in 

October 2021 with a possible plenary 
discussion scheduled for September 2022. The 
review will be conducted against the updated 
FATF 40 Recommendations and 11 Immediate 
Outcomes intended to measure effectiveness. 

Ratings for the 40 Recs will follow the same 
format as before Compliant/Largely Compliant/

Partially Compliant/ Non Compliant, whereas 
for the 11 Effectiveness Criteria, the ratings are 

new and are Highly Effective Substantially 
Effective/Moderately Effective/Lowly Effective. 
Almost all countries  that have completed this 
new review process have found in achieving 
positive “effectiveness” ratings hard to come 

by. The 11 IO’s relate to 1) Understanding ML/
TF risks, 2) International Co operation, 3) 

Regulatory Supervision, 4) FI/DNFPB/VASP 
adequate measures, 5) Legal Persons & BOs 6) 
FIU, 7) ML LEA, 8) Asset Recoveries, 9) TF LEA, 

10) TF & NPOs , & 11) Proliferation Finance

“Anti-corruption efforts should also be 
enhanced to effectively implement the 

comprehensive laws Kenya has in place. While 
Kenya has a broad anti-corruption legal 

framework, the authorities need to focus on the 
operationalization & effective implementation of 

these laws to detect and deter corruption. To 
assist with the effective prosecution and 

sanction of corruption crimes, the Multi Agency 
Team on Corruption (MAT) is responsible for the 

coordination of enforcement agencies to 
facilitate the processing of corruption 

investigations and prosecutions. However, 
increased focus on strengthening the anti-

corruption preventative framework is necessary: 
Public consultations on the regulations to 
enable implementation of the Access to 

Information legislation should be followed by 
tabling to Parliament for swift approval.


The authorities also plan to finalize the review of 
the legal framework of asset declarations and 

conflict of interest rules for senior public officials 
by September 2021 and should move quickly to 
effectively adopt and operationalize the system.”

“The effective implementation of the AML/CFT 
framework is a key pillar of anti-corruption


efforts. To this end, the FIU continues to 
prioritize analysis & dissemination of financial 

intelligence relating to corruption to LEAs. 
AML/CFT risk-based supervision should be 

further strengthened using supervisory tools 
like onsite & offsite supervision to ensure banks 
adequately implement enhanced due diligence 

measures on politically exposed persons & 
other higher risk customers vulnerable to 

corruption. BO transparency is being enhanced 
through the operationalization of the BO 

Information E-Register. Companies have been 
given a six-month grace period until July 2021 

to submit accurate and updated beneficial 
ownership information to the Registrar of 

Companies, failing which companies can be 
fined upon conviction. Making publicly 

available the NRA findings and Action Plan—
once approved by Cabinet—and effective 

implementation of the Action Plan will further 
strengthen Kenya’s AML/CFT regime, bolstering 

the fight against corruption.”

🇰🇪  ML/TF Risk/Resilience Indicators &  LEA/FIU/Regulatory Activity

OC Index 2021 - Resilience 

(Resilience scores rank Kenya 76th of 193 

countries, 10th of 54 African countries, 2nd of 9 
East African countries)

Basel AML Index  

(Kenya scores  scores 7.18/10  in the Basel AML 

Index for 2020, ranked 9th worst out of 141 - 
not included in 2021 Index)

Governance Index 

(The Mo Ibraham Governance scores Kenya at 
59.8 /100 (African average is 49.9) & 11/54 in 

Africa, with an “Increasing Improvement” rating)

Economic Crime Figures 

(“economic crimes” rose by 11% -Source: 

Kenya’s 2018 Annual Crime Report)

Terrorism Impact 

(Kenya is ranked 21st highest out of 138 

countries and scored 5.76/10 & “Medium” 
impact - Source: Global Terrorism Index 2019)

Total Cases 2016 - 2020 (69,496 cases, 29,797 prosecuted 6,773 convicted (23% rate) - KSH6 bio (US$53 million) confiscated - Sources: NRA 2021/ EACC 2018)

Corruption & Ec Crimes Cases 

(17,000 cases, 14,000 prosecutions & 2,328 
convictions - KSH3.5bio recovered High ML 

Threat /Future trend-reducing)

Terrorism Cases

(2,530 cases, 717 prosecutions, 176 convictions 

- ML Threat  Low  / Future trend - neutral)

Fraud & Forgery Cases 

 (15,804 cases, 3,003 prosecuted 510 convicted  
- KSH246 million confiscated ML Threat High / 

Future trend - reducing) 

Drugs Cases 

 (26,164 cases, 3,966 prosecuted 868 convicted  

2016 - 2019- KSH200 million confiscated ML 
Threat High / Future trend - increasing)

Cybercrime Cases 

(198 cases, 1,047 prosecutions, 272 convictions  

- KSH17 million confiscated ML Threat 
Medium / Future trend - increasing)

HT/People Smuggling Cases 

 (136 cases, 731 prosecuted, 342 convicted - 

KSH50 million confiscated ML Threat Medium / 
Future trend - increasing)

Wildlife/Env Crime Cases 

 (5,834 cases, 3375 prosecuted, 1583 convicted  

- KSH150 million confiscated ML Threat 
Medium / Future trend - neutral)

Product Piracy Cases 

 (1,156 cases, 360 prosecuted, 4 convicted - 

KSH686 million confiscated ML Threat 
Medium / Future trend - increasing)

Money Laundering Cases 

 (32 cases,18 prosecuted, 0 convicted KSH1.2b  
(6 banks failure to report STRs - Plea) - Foreign 

ML Threat Med Low / Future Trend Neutral)

Tax Offence Cases 

 (533 cases, 389 prosecuted, 78 convicted - 

KSH18 million confiscated ML 

ML Threat Medium / Future trend - reducing)

Law & Order Spend 

(1.2% GDP-KS137 bio (US$1.2 billion) 2014/15

EACC Anti Corruption 2013 -18

(675 cases, 67 convictions - KSH3.5 bio assets 

recovered)

National Risk Assessment

(The NRA was published in February 2021)

Regulatory Balanced Scorecard 

(Focus is Tech Compliance - Annual 
Compliance Report to FIU Required)

Public Private Partnership                                                    
(No PPP - AML Advisory Board since 2011 is a 
high level principals Board incl Private sector)

🇰🇪  Key AML/CTF Reform & Action Plans 

1) The 2021 NRA has recommended adding Car Dealers and Lawyers to the list of DNFPBs. 2) EACC Strategic Anti Corruption Plan 2018-2023 was published in 2018 3) An AML/CTF action plan is expected following the findings from the to be completed FATF Report due in 2022. 


