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 “Turkey is the world’s seventeenth largest economy and has diverse sectors comprising industry (automotive, petrochemical, and electronics), agriculture and a growing 
service sector. Located at an inter-continental junction, Turkey faces significant money laundering (ML) and terrorist financing (TF) risks. This includes serious threats from 
illegal activities of criminal organisations, terrorist organisations and foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs) seeking to exploit domestic and cross-border vulnerabilities, given its 

geographic location” - FATF 2019 MER

 Key Harms & Effects 🇹🇷  

Moderate crime levels, but up in the 
last 3 years, with corruption crime of 

most concern (2023)  

1 in 20 Turks report having been 
asked for a bribe by a municipal 

official in 2016,

Turkey is the 3rd largest exporter of 
counterfeit products to the EU, after 
China & Hong Kong (seizure value).

1,309 individual deaths (2019) from 
drug related causes, with 333,918 / 

0.4% with a drug use disorder.

1.6 Million estimated victims of 
modern slavery crimes, representing 

15.3 out of 100,000 Turks.

  Key Financial Crime / Money Laundering / Terrorist Financing Threats 🇹🇷  Threats Identified by Turkey 

The threats generating significant proceeds of crime and posing a “High” ML threat are illegal drug trafficking, migrant smuggling, human trafficking and fuel smuggling. In 2016, 68% of all smuggling 
offences for which a conviction was secured were directly related to drug smuggling.  “Medium” ML threat levels are for aggravated fraud; smuggling of tobacco, tobacco products and alcohol; illegal online 
betting and corruption.Turkey also faces severe threats from terrorism and has suffered from a significant number of terrorist attacks. Turkey is one of the transit routes for FTFs and a destination of returning 

FTFs of Turkish origin from neighbouring conflict zones - FATF 2019 MER
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  Additional Threats 🇹🇷  Threats Identified By Third Parties

Corruption  
(See 8 & 9 Below)

Proliferation & Terrorism 
(See 10, 13 & 14 Below) 

Illegal Drugs 
(See 6, 7, 11 & 32 Below)  

Financial Crimes  
(See 12,16 - 27 & 34 Below)

Environmental Crimes   
(See 20, 22 & 33 Below) 

 🇹🇷  Sanctioned (Material Sanctions including for Financial Crimes related activities and WMD Proliferation) - By

United Nations 🇺🇳  - No USA 🇺🇸  - No  🇪🇺  🇬🇧  🇦🇺  🇨🇦  🇯🇵  🇨🇭  - No  🇦🇪  🇧🇷  🇮🇳  🇿🇦  🇹🇷  - No  🇷🇺  🇨🇳  - No

   Threat Metrics KPIs 🇹🇷  By Third Parties

27/45 - RED 7/45 - AMBER 9/45 - GREEN 2/45 - N/A Mostly RED

https://www.fatf-gafi.org/content/dam/fatf-gafi/mer/Mutual-Evaluation-Report-Turkey-2019.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf
https://www.numbeo.com/crime/country_result.jsp?country=Turkey
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjOsZC4xfaCAxUj2wIHHSLxBk0QFnoECBkQAQ&url=https://www.ganintegrity.com/country-profiles/turkey/&usg=AOvVaw0Jw145lrIIdVWxWkL7yxJx&opi=89978449
https://www.aalep.eu/turkey%E2%80%99s-counterfeit-market#:~:text=Turkey%20is%20the%20leading%20source,counterfeits%20seized%20at%20EU%20borders.
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/number-with-drug-use-disorders-country
https://www.walkfree.org/global-slavery-index/map/#prevalenc
https://www.fatf-gafi.org/content/dam/fatf-gafi/mer/Mutual-Evaluation-Report-Turkey-2019.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf


Key Sector Risks & Vulnerabilities 🇹🇷  Identified by Turkey 

 The sectors posing the highest ML/TF risks are related to banking, money & value transfer services, including illegal money exchangers, real estate & dealers in precious metals & stones - FATF 2019 MER

 “The Banking Sector has been subjected to risk assessment within the framework of its asset size in the financial sector, the variety of transactions it mediates & the frequency of occurrence in actual AML/TF 

cases. The risk perception here arises from the natural risk of the sector, & the sector's high level of compliance & awareness of preventive measures reduces this risk. However, …on the TF side, especially PKK/
KCK/PYD-YPG and leftist terrorist organizations It has been understood that they use the banking system less. The other high-risk sector is designated as cryptocurrency intermediaries, and the Payment and 

Electronic Money Institutions Sector, Authorized Institutions (Foreign Exchange Offices) Sector, Jewellery Sector and Real Estate Sector are specified as medium-high risk - Turkish NRA 2023
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   Response Metrics KPIs 🇹🇷  By Third Parties

22/45 - RED 6/45 - AMBER 12/45 - GREEN 5/45 - N/A Mostly RED

  Turkey FATF Ratings 🇹🇷  Reports: 2019, 2021, 2022 & 2023

2/51 - RED 8/51 - AMBER 41/51 - GREEN 0/51 - N/A Mostly GREEN
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https://www.fatf-gafi.org/content/dam/fatf-gafi/mer/Mutual-Evaluation-Report-Turkey-2019.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf
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