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 “The overall threat from ML [and from TF are each] assessed as “medium-high”. The UAE is exposed to ML threats from various predicate offences, both domestic and 
international, necessitating a comprehensive and robust AML/CFT framework”….[As a result] “(1) the UAE has demonstrated a strong commitment to combating ML/TF, as 

evidenced by its robust legal framework, effective national cooperation mechanisms, and strong supervisory, law enforcement and judicial systems. (2) there is room for 
enhancement in some areas to further enhance the country’s capabilities and contribute to the global fight against financial crime”. The UAE’s ability to combat ML/TF is 

assessed as “high”, characterised by high-level political commitment, robust legal framework, rigorous law enforcement with LEAs of high capability and integrity, effective 
use of financial intelligence, strong domestic coordination among public sector and partnership with private sector, fair and efficient prosecution and judicial process, and 

robust international cooperation mechanisms”. - UAE ML/TF Threat Assessment 2024

 Key Harms & Effects 🇦🇪  

56% of UAE persons surveyed 
received a scam attempt at least 1 per 

month - with 43% reporting an 
increase in scams in 2024

85,127 people suffering with drug 
disorders (2019) representing 0.7% of 

population and 1,008 drug related 
deaths in 2019

132,000 estimated victims of 
modern slavery crimes in the UAE, 
with a 13.4 incidence in 100,000 

people. 

One of the world’s largest trading/
transit hubs for illicit gold, diamonds 

& illegal fishing & transit of illegal 
wildlife

One of the world’s global 
international financial centres and 

so vulnerable to laundering domestic 
and foreign proceeds of crime 

  Key Money Laundering / Terrorist Financing Threats 🇦🇪  Identified by UAE  (NRA 2024)

“High Risk Threats - Fraud & drug trafficking are significant ML threats in the UAE. Criminals use sophisticated methods, including social media, dark web markets, & innovative smuggling techniques, to 
launder proceeds through cash & bank accounts of associates. Medium-High Threats: Counterfeiting & piracy of products remain significant international threats. Smuggling, particularly of cash and 

precious metals, is another major concern. Also, Tax Evasion and foreign corruption, & currency counterfeiting pose medium-high threats. Foreign corruption remains a significant ML threat”.  
- UAE ML/TF Threat Assessment 2024

Drug Trafficking Fraud Goods Piracy Cash/Gold Smuggling Foreign Corruption   

Tax Evasion Human Trafficking Environmental Crime Theft & Robbery
Currency Counterfeiting 

& Forgery 

  Additional Threats 🇦🇪  Threats Identified By Third Parties

Human Trafficking  
(See 16 & 17 below)

Proliferation  
(See 10 Below) 

Illegal Drug Use  
(See 6, 7, 11 & 30 Below)  

Financial Crimes  
(See 12 & 34 Below)

Environmental Crimes   
(See 20-22 & 33 Below) 

 🇦🇪  Sanctioned (Material Sanctions including for Financial Crimes related activities and WMD Proliferation) - By

United Nations 🇺🇳  - No USA 🇺🇸  - No  🇪🇺  🇬🇧  🇦🇺  🇨🇦  🇯🇵  🇨🇭  - No  🇦🇪  🇧🇷  🇮🇳  🇿🇦  🇹🇷  - No  🇷🇺  🇨🇳  - No

   Threat Metrics KPIs 🇦🇪  By Third Parties - Stable

18/45 - RED 12/45 - AMBER 12/45 - GREEN 3/45 - N/A Mostly MIXED

https://www.namlcftc.gov.ae/media/jvejlwgq/nra-annual-report-eng-r13.pdf
https://www.wam.ae/article/b6f93te-2024-state-scams-uae-survey-reveals-65-scam
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/number-with-drug-use-disorders-country?tab=table
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/deaths-due-to-drug-use?tab=table&country=~ARE
https://www.namlcftc.gov.ae/media/jvejlwgq/nra-annual-report-eng-r13.pdf


Key Sector Risks & Vulnerabilities 🇦🇪  Identified by UAE  (NRA 2024) 

 The sectors considered those sectors most vulnerable to ML, after assessing the vulnerability and then the level of control effectiveness to mitigate t are Banks, MSBs & Se 
risks. The sectors most vulnerable are Registered Hawala, Virtual Assets & Real Estate rated “High” risk - UAE ML/TF Threat Assessment 2024

“High” Risk  “Med High” Risk “Medium/Med High” Risk “Medium” Risk “Low - Med” or “Low Risk” 

Registered Hawala, Virtual Assets & 
Real Estate

Banks, Exchange Houses, DPMS, Legal 
Persons/Arrangements 

ADGM - MVTS & Dealer/Brokers

Securities Insurance, Finance Companies, Co 
Service Providers, NPOs (TF). ADGM - 
Banks, Securities & Custodians. DFSA 

-  Banks, MVTS, Custodians

 Auditors, Accountants, Lawyer’s, 
Notaries. ADGM - Insurance. DFSA - 

Insurance.

   Response Metrics KPIs 🇦🇪  By Third Parties - Improving

8/45 - RED 16/45 - AMBER 16/45 - GREEN 5/45 - N/A Mostly MIXED

   FATF Ratings 🇦🇪  Reports 2020 & FUR 2021 & 2023

4/51 - RED 7/51 - AMBER 40/51 - GREEN 0/51 - N/A Mostly GREEN
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